
Maqil Bin Yasaar [radiyallaahu-anhu] narrated that Allaah’s Messenger [sallal-
laahu-alayhi-wasallam] said: ‘’Worship during Al-Harj is like emigrating to 
me. [Ref 1] 

Imaam An-Nawawi [rahimahullaah] said: The intent behind [the word] ‘Harj’ 
in this Hadeeth is when the affairs of the people are in a state of Ikhtilaat [i.e. 
chaos, confusion, disorder, disarray  etc]. And the reason behind the great virtue 
of worship during this state of affairs is because the people are heedless of 
worship and diverted from it, and none fulfils it except [some or few] 
individuals. [Ref 2] 

Shaikh Saaleh Al-Fawzaan [may Allaah preserve him] said: The intent behind 
[the word] Al-Harj is Al-Ikhtilaat [i.e. chaos, confusion, disarray] when it occurs 
between the Muslims. That is because many people are diverted from worship 
due to this state of confusion [chaos, disarray etc]. Also killing and blood shed 
occurs during this state of affairs. Allaah’s Messenger [sallal laahu alayhi 
wasallam] urges a person to engage in worship during the time of fitan, because 
the majority of the people are diverted from worship. The one who busies 
himself with worship [during this time] is like one who has migrated to Allaah’s 
Messenger [sallal laahu alayhiwasallam]. You know the virtue Al-Hijrah 
[migration]! Al-Hijrah in the Arabic language means to abandon. Allaah 

said: [ ۡۡجَز فَٱۡهُجر  And keep away from the idols][Al-Muddathir’ Aayah 5] –  َوٱلرُّ

The One who engages in worship during times of fitan and it does not divert 
him from worship, he has the reward of one who migrated to Allaah’s 
Messenger [sallal laahu alayhi wasallam], because a Muhaajir [emigrant] leaves 
his country and flees to Allaah’s Messenger sallal laahu alayhi wasallam] in 
order to safeguard his religion, and took place in the early Islamic era – during 
the era of the Messenger [sallallaahu alayhi wasallam]. So, the word Hijrah 
[miration] in the Islamic legislation means to leave the land of kufr and settle in 
the land of Imaan in order to safeguard one’s religion. 

The word Hijrah is also intended to mean abandonment in general, so the one 
who abandons Fitna and busies himself with worship, then indeed he has 
abandoned Fitna and proceeded towards worship. Therefore, Hijrah means to 
abandon something. Allaah’s Messenger [sallal laahu alayhi wasallam] said: A 
[true] Muslim is the one whom other Muslims are safe from his tongue and 
hands, and a Muhaajir [emigrant] is one who refrains from what Allaah has 
forbidden. [Ref 3] 

Therefore, he is a Muhaajir because he abandons what Allaah has forbidden 
and fulfils what Allaah has commanded. This Hadeeth urges [exhorts] a person 
to engage in worship during times of fitna, because Fitna diverts people from 
worship except the one whom Allaah blesses with the ability to abandon Fitna 
and engages in worship. 



However, this does not mean that one refrains from warning against Fitna and 
clarifying for the people, rather – firstly – he abandons Fitna, warns the people 
and forbids them from it. That is because just as he would like the people to 
come to him with good, he should also go to them with good. Just as he loves to 
be safe from Fitna, he should also love the same for the people. This deed of his 
is Jihaad [striving in the path of Allaah] and Inkaarul Munkar [i.e. the virtuous 
act of rejecting evil].  Listen to audio here: https://safeshare.tv/x/-HxAEXdPD-
M# 

[Ref 1: Saheeh Muslim: Kitaab Al-Fitan Wa-Ash’raat As-Saa’ah- Chapter: The 
virtue of Ibaadah During Al-Harj. Hadeeth Number 2948] 

[Ref 2: Saheeh Muslim Bi-Sharhi An-Nawawi. Vol 17. page 70. Hadeeth 
Number 2948. slightly paraphrased. Publishers: Daar al-Kutub Al-Ilmiyyah. Ist 
Edition 1421 (Year 200)] 

[Ref 3: Bukhaari. Hadeeth Number 2382 and Muslim. Hadeeh Number 84] 
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