In The Name of Allaah, The Most Merciful, The Bestower of Mercy.
They say, "We are worried about the behaviour of humanbeings due to the manner in which they are
acting irresponsibly and destroying the earth through the beneficial worldly sciences". However, many
people with this concern still turn away from the purpose of life and the guidance of their Creator.
Imaam Sadi [may Allaah have mercy upon him] said:
Indeed, it is impossible to rectify the souls and acquire virtue solely through the worldly sciences.
Experience and clearly witnessed circumstances are the greatest proofs regarding this affair, because
despite its advancement and vastness it has been unable to nurture and rectify the souls [i.e. upon
excellent traits, manners, dealings, characteristics, sound creed etc] which are the determinants of
[sound] rectification and success. What the Religion of Islaam propagates is that which is entrusted with
this rectification; it is what will guide the thoughts towards the truthful and authentic sources of
knowledge, guide the actions of the people towards good and prevent them from evil. Islam is The
Rectifier of the Creeds and Manners- the thing that cultivates the thoughts [upon righteousness], urges
towards virtuousness and prevents from depravity.
The essence of that which the religion calls to – regarding belief in the Unseen, which includes belief in
Allaah and that which He possesses of Names, Attributes and Actions of perfection; belief in Angels,
belief in recompense for one’s good and bad deeds in this life and the next, which cannot be known
except through the Messengers, is what acquaints a person with the fact that rectification – in reality
– is not possible through other than sound belief and the religion of Islaam.
Therefore, even if the worldly sciences rectify [some] affairs based upon that which [some] people know
in detail, it will still not be equal [in perfection, excellence etc] to the knowledge of the Messengers [in
the least]. It will neither reach that which is reached through the knowledge of the Messengers nor can
it influence the souls in the manner in which the knowledge of the Messengers has done; for indeed the
souls do not voluntarily submit except through belief in Allaah, belief in His Angels, belief in His Books,
belief in His Messengers and belief in the hereafter. And without this, voluntary submission is
impossible, as is well known regarding human nature. [Al-Adillah Al-Qawaatiq Wal-Baraaheen Fee
Ibtaalil Usoolil Mulhideen page 49-50]
Imaam As-Sadi [may Allaah have mercy upon him] said: Industrialization and Modern Inventions:
Everyone has participated in it – the righteous, the wicked, the believer and the disbeliever. As for
religion and [virtuous] manners, then indeed -in this era-, it has greatly declined. So, when this industrial
advancement is devoid of Deen and Eemaan, it became a great harm from two angles:
First, it beguiled many people, who – due of their ignorance – think that worldly advancement is
proof to show that its people are more worthy of achieving every good than others. They are clearly
misguided, for indeed a person might be from the most skillful in affairs related to the material world,
whilst he is one of the most ignorant people in affairs related to the deen, virtuous manners and the
[other] beneficial affairs in this life and the next.

Second, when these inventions are devoid of Deen, its mercy and wisdom, it becomes a great disaster
for humankind due to the wars that resulted from them, killing, destruction and other affairs related to
it. Its regulators [or overseers] and scholars are unable to laydown – for humankind -a stable, just and
good life, rather they have not ceased moving from one misrable state to another. This is inevitable and
the continuous state of affairs shows that [to be the case]. Therefore all good is found in the sound
religion and all evil is found in rejecting and willfully denying [Allaah, His Messengers, His Laws,
Guidance, Commands, Prohibitions etc] [Al-Adilladul Qawaatiq. pages 45-46]
He also said: Among the most amazing of affairs is that many contemporary writers and politicians seek
to remedy the many social ills and try to do so do from many angles, however as for the problem of
atheism (or deviation from sound divine guidance) whose surge has carried away the majority of young
people, they have not rushed to stop it by returning to sound Eemaan and certainty; rather they have
been abandoned to wander blindly in their misguidance and wavering in beguilement, and thus the
social ills they seek to remedy gives birth to other social ills, because if the path to remedying social ills is
not based on Eemaan and sound Religion, they will increase and become worse. [Al-Adillatul Qawaatiq’
pages 40-42]
He also said: They developed these affairs through a development that is disconnected and severed
from submission to Allāh and the religion ordained by Allāh …it has caused harm and led its proponents
to savagery and barbarism whose outcomes has been destruction, ruin and evils that has no
comparison. [Ad-Dalaa’il Al-Qur’aaniyyah Fee Annal Uloom Wal-A’maal An-Naafi’ah Al-Asriyyah
Daakhilatun Fid-deen Al-Islaamiy 44]
Al-Allaamah Rabee Bin Haadi Al-Madkhalee [may Allaah preserve him said: If medicine, engineering and
chemistry are not placed below the knowledge which the Prophets brought, they become nothing;
[rather] they will only increase the people in corruption. The knowledge brought by the Prophets is
rectification for the people, a guide for them towards the right path and removes them from the
darkness they are living in – the darkness of kufr and ignorance. As for the knowledge of the
philosophers and the heretics, then what Allaah has stated truly applies to it:
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[ فل َّما َجا َءت ُهم ُر ُسل ُهم بٱل َب ِّينـت ف ِر ُحوا ب َما عندهم ِّم َن ٱلعلم َو َحاق بهم َّما كانوا بهۦ َيستہ ِز ُءون-Then when their Messengers
came to them with clear proofs, they were glad [and proud] with that which they had of the knowledge
[of worldly things]: And that at which they used to mock, surrounded them [i.e. the punishment]. [Surah
Ghaafir’ Aayah 83]
It is the knowledge which the people boast about nowadays, whether it is medicine, engineering,
astronomy, [modern] politics and economics. After the Prophets came to them – to remove them from
the darkness of ignorance and enter them into the light of the knowledge and Eemaan- they became
glad and boastful with the knowledge they possess, [just as Allaah has stated]:
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[ فل َّما َجا َءت ُهم ُر ُسل ُهم بٱل َب ِّينـت ف ِر ُحوا ب َما عندهم ِّم َن ٱلعلم َو َحاق بهم َّما كانوا بهۦ َيستہ ِز ُءون-Then when their Messengers
came to them with clear proofs, they were glad [and proud] with that which they had of the knowledge
[of worldly things]: And that at which they used to mock, surrounded them [i.e. the punishment]. [Surah
Ghaafir’ Aayah 83]
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[Likewise, Allaah informed us that] Qaaroon said: [ۚ – إن َما أوتيته ۥ َعل عل ٍم عندىThis [i.e. vast wealth] has
been given to me only because of knowledge I possess. [Surah Al-Qasas’ Aayah 78]
They [i.e. the people] rebuke him [i.e. Qaaroon] because he did not want to spend from his wealth
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based on what Allaah has commanded and Allaah’s revelation, so Allaah said that he said: [ إن َما أوتيته ۥ َعل
ۚ – عل ٍم عندىThis [i.e. vast wealth] has been given to me only because of knowledge I possess. [Surah
Al-Qasas’ Aayah 78]
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َ  – َوإ َذا َأن َعم َنا َع َل ٱلAnd when We bestow Our Grace on man (the
Lkewise, Allaah said: [ض َونـا ب َجانبه
نسـ ِن أعر
disbeliever), he turns away and becomes arrogant, far away from the Right Path. [Surah Al-Israa’ Aayah
83]
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[Allaah said]: [ِه فتنة َولـك َّن أ ك َ َثهم َل َيعل ُمون
م َبل
ۚ ِ ال إن َما أوتيته ۥ َعل عل
 – ثم إذا خولنـه نعمة منا قThen when We
have (rescued him from that harm and) changed it into a favour from Us, he says: “Only because of
knowledge (that I possess) I obtained it.” Nay, it is only a trial, but most of them know not! [Surah
Az-Zumar’ Aayah 49]
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Allaah said that he [i.e. the ungrateful human being says after being rescued from hardship]: [ ال إن َما أوتيته
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ۚ – ۥ عل عل ِمhe says: “Only because of knowledge (that I possess) I obtained it]; but Allaah said: [ ولـكن
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 – أ ك َ َثهم َل َيعل ُمونNay, it is only a trial, but most of them know not!]
These sciences become a trial and tribulation if they are not placed below [and regulated by] the
knowledge which Muhammad [sallal laahu alayhi wasallam] brought. [Marhaban Yaa Taalibal Ilm. Page
100]

