
In The Name of Allaah, The Most Merciful, The Bestower of Mercy.

Allaah [The Most High] said:

يَۡجَمعُوَن          ا مَّ ّمِ َخۡيٌر۬ ُهَو فَۡليَۡفَرُحواْ فَبِذَٲِلَك َوبَِرۡحَمتِِهۦ ِ ٱهَّللَّ بِفَۡضِل قُۡل

Say:  “In the Bounty of Allah, and in His Mercy; -therein let them rejoice.” That is better than

what (the wealth) they amass.’’ [Yonus: Ayah 58]
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That is better than what they amass] of the enjoyable things of the worldly – ه

life and its pleasures.

The religion- the bounty that will  bring about happiness in this  life  and the next- cannot be

compared to all that is in this worldly life, (because these things of the worldly life) will vanish

and come to an end very soon.  Rather Allaah [The Most High] commanded us to rejoice in His

Bounty and Mercy because it is that which will make the soul happy, thankful to Allaah, gives it a

strong desire  for  an increase in  knowledge and Eemaan.  This  is  a  praiseworthy rejoicing  as

opposed to rejoicing in the desires of this worldly life and its pleasures, or rejoicing in falsehood,

for indeed that is blameworthy, as Allaah [The Most High] stated about a group amongst the

people of Qaaroon that they said to him: [ َ _ Yِرِحني >>>>
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Do not be glad (with -اَل

ungratefulness to Allah’s Favours). Verily! Allah likes not those who are glad (with ungratefulness

to Allah’s Favours)]. [Soorah Al-Qasas: Verse 76]

And  as  Allaah  [The  Most  High]  said  about  those  who  rejoiced  in  what  they  possessed  of

falsehood in opposition to that which the Messengers came with: [
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Then when their Messengers came to them with clear proofs, they were glad- ِبَما ِعند

(and proud) with that which they had of the knowledge (of worldly things)] [Soorah Ghaafir.

Verse 83] [An Excerpt From Tafseer As-Sadi. slightly paraphrased]

What is Modernization? They say that in sociology, it means the transformation from a

traditional, rural, agrarian society to a secular, urban, industrial society. So, modern society is

industrial society. They also say, "In order to modernize a society, it must be industrialized, but

Industrialism is a way of life that encompasses profound economic, social, political, and cultural

changes". 

What is  Westernization? They say it  is  the adoption of  the practices and culture  of

western  Europe  by  societies  and  countries  in  other  parts  of  the  world,  whether  through

compulsion or influence. This reached many other regions of the world through colonialism and



continues to be a significant cultural phenomenon as a result of globalization. It  began with

traders, colonizers and missionaries from western Europe who believed that their way of life was

superior to those of the peoples in the countries to which they traveled, therefore the natives of

those  lands  were  required  or  encouraged  to  adopt  western  European  business  practices,

languages, alphabets, and clothing. They were also forced or encouraged to establish western

European  education  systems,  literary  and  artistic  standards,  and  sometimes  to  convert  to

Christianity. Many countries had Western types of government and military practices imposed

on them.

First, we have an important principle by way of which we judge words and terms, and 

this principle is as follows: 

[a] Imaam Ibnul Qayyim [may Allaah have mercy upon him] said, "The basis of Banee Aadam’s

misguidance is as a result of ‘General Terms’ and ‘Ambiguous Meanings’ [i.e. terms & meanings

which  can  either  be  utilised  for  truth  or  falsehood  when  not  explained  in  detail  and

distinguished], especially if they come in contact with a confused mind, then how about when

(evil) desires and misguided enthusiasm is added to that? Therefore, ask the One Who keeps the

hearts steadfast [i.e. Allaah] to keep your heart firm upon His Religion and not allow you to fall

into this darkness. (1)

[b] The basis of a person’s Islaam is to testify that there is no deity worthy of worship except

Allaah and that Muhammad [peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him] is the Messenger of

Allaah- believe in Allaah, declare that Allaah is One without partner, obey Allaah’s commands,

keep away from what Allaah has forbidden and single out Allaah in worship. And safeguarding

this path (necessitates) the prohibition of every expression (term or word) that contains Shirk

Billaah [i.e. ascribing partners to Allaah] or Kufr [Disbelief - whether major or minor disbelief], or

will lead to one of the two. (2) Read more here about what exits a person from the fold of Islam

By  Shaikh  Abu  Khadeejah  (may  Allaah  preserve  him):  https://www.abukhadeejah.com/no-

muslim-leaves-islam-unless-he-does-something-that-nullifies-it/ 

[c] In the Qur’aan, there are many words that are utilised to rebut the words [or terms] that are

in opposition to the call of the Messengers, the revelation that was revealed to them and the

truth they brought. (3)

[d] One of the general fundamental principles (in Islaam) is that words (or terms) are two types-

words that are mentioned in the Qur’aan and Sunnah, therefore, it is obligated on every believer

to affirm them, affirm what Allaah and His Messenger have affirmed, and negate what Allaah

and His Messenger have negated. The words (or terms) affirmed by Allaah is truth and the ones

Allaah negated are (negated) in truth, because Allaah speaks the truth and guides to the straight

path.  The  words  (or  terms)  of  the  Sharee’ah  are  sanctified  and  it  is  part  of  perfection  in

knowledge that one seeks after the (sound meanings) which the Messenger [peace and blessings

of Allaah be upon him]intended by them, in order to affirm what he affirmed and negate the

meanings he negated, beccause it is obligated on us to believe and bear witness to everything he
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has stated and follow him in everything he has commanded. As for the words (or terms) that are

neither found in the Qur’aan and Sunnah, nor did the pious predecessors hold a consensus

regarding whether they are negated or affirmed, then it is not incumbent on anyone to agree

with the one who negates them or affirms them until its intended meaning is explained. So, if its

intended meaning agrees with the (revelation, commands, prohibitions etc)  conveyed by the

Messenger,  it  is  affirmed;  but  if  its  intended  meaning  is  in  opposition  to  the  (revelation,

commands, prohibitions etc) conveyed by the Messenger, it is rejected. (4)

[e] Imaam Ibnul Qayyim [may Allaah have mercy upon him] said, "It is obligated on you to give

detail  and  make  a  distinction,  because  unrestricted  and  general  (statements)  without

clarification has indeed corrupted this existence (i.e. the world) and misguided the intellects and

views (of the people) in every era". Al-Allaamah Saaleh Al-Fawzaan [may Allaah preserve him]

said, "There has to be detail explanation. The one who is not proficient in giving detail should

keep quiet, because benefit is not acquired from his speech. And every time error occurs, its

cause is due to an absence of detail explanation regarding truth and falsehood. There has to be

detail  explanation and distinction and not to mix up (affairs). Indeed, it may be that there is

something of truth and falsehood in an opponent’s statement, so all of it is neither deemed to

be false nor truth; rather there has to be a distinction between its truth and falsehood. All of it is

neither  rejected nor accepted;  rather  a distinction is  made regarding  the truth and what  is

correct and the falsehood and error in it. And if you are not proficient in giving detail, then you

should not enter into this field". (5)

Therefore, we'll use the above principle to briefly examine the statement,  "In order to

modernize  a  society,  it  must  be  industrialized,  but  Industrialism  is  a  way  of  life  that

encompasses profound economic, social, political, and cultural changes". Indeed, the religion

of Islaam embraces every good and repels every evil, therefore any change that oposes it is false.

Imaam  Ibnul  Qayyim  [may  Allaah  have  mercy  upon  him]  said,  "Muhammad’s  [peace  and

blessings of Allaah be upon him]  Ummah is not in need of anyone after him; rather the only

need  they  have  is  someone  to  convey  what  he  came  with.  Muhammad’s  message  is

comprehensive, universal and preserved. This universality, comprehensiveness and preservation

is not limited to [any time and place], rather it is comprehensive for those to whom Muhammad

was sent [i.e. the whole world] and likewise with regards to everything that is needed in the

fundamental  and  subsidiary  issues  of  the  religion. Muhammad’s  message  is  sufficient,  all

embracing and universal- nothing else is needed besides it. It has not isolated any affair of truth

needed by his Ummah in their sciences and deeds. The Messenger of Allaah [sallal-laahu-alayhi-

wasallam] did not leave this world until he acquainted his Ummah with everything. He even

taught them the etiquettes of using the toilet; the etiquettes of sexual relations; the etiquettes

of sleep and after waking up; the etiquettes of eating, drinking and travel.  He acquainted them

with the etiquettes of speech and silence; the etiquettes of keeping company with the people

and seclusion. He acquainted them with the affairs of illness, good health, poverty and wealth.

He acquainted them with all  the affairs  of  life  and death.  He described Allaah’s throne, the

angels, the jinn, the hell fire and the day of judgement in such a manner as if one has seen them



with the naked eye. He informed them about their Lord and His Perfect Names and Attributes,

and that Allaah alone is their true object of worship. He acquainted them with the Prophets of

old and their nations – the events that took place between them and their nations – in such a

manner as if one was present at that time. He acquainted them with all the means to good and

the paths of  evil-  in  general  and in detail-  which no other  prophet informed his  nation.  He

acquainted them with death and what will take place in the grave – either bliss or punishment.

He acquainted them with the evidences and proofs of Tawheed [i.e. the oneness of Allaah in His

Lordship,  Names and Attributes,  and that Allaah alone has  the right  to  be worshipped].  He

acquainted them with Prophet hood and the affairs of the Afterlife, and he refuted all the sects

of  disbelief  and misguidance.  He acquainted them with war strategies-  how to confront the

enemy, the way to achieve victory and conquests. If only they knew and understood these affairs

in the correct manner [i.e. the manner it should be understood], they would not be overcome by

their  enemy.  He acquainted them with  the plots  of  Iblees  and  the  ways  through  which he

approaches them, and the ways to repel those plots and plans. He acquainted them with the

soul- its characteristics and faults- in such a manner that they are not in need of anyone else to

tell them about it. He taught them how to live their daily lives and had they acknowledged and

acted upon this; their worldly affairs would be firmly established. He brought them all the means

of success in this life and the next, and they do not need anyone besides him. So how can it be

said that the path of Muhammad is in need of something else outside of it. The reason for such a

claim is due to the weak and little understanding of a person. Allaah [The Most High] said: ْم] 
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them that We have sent down to you the Book (the Qur’an) which is recited to them? Verily,

herein is mercy and a reminder (or an admonition) for a people who believe. [Surah Al-Ankabut.

Verse 51] Allaah [The Most High] said: [ َ _ Yُمْسِلِمني
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-  And We have sent  down to you the  Book  (the Qur’an)  as  an exposition  of  everything,  a

guidance,  a  mercy,  and  glad  tidings  for  those  who have  submitted themselves  (to  Allah  as

Muslims). [16:89]

Allaah [The Most High] said: [
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,O mankind! There has come to you a good advice from your Lord [i.e. the Qur’an - ل

ordering  all  that  is  good  and  forbidding  all  that  is  evil],  and  a  healing  for  that  [disease  of

ignorance, doubt, hypocrisy and differences,  etc.]  in your breasts,  – a guidance and a mercy

(explaining lawful and unlawful things, etc.) for the believers]. [Surah Yunus. Verse 57] (6)

Indeed, Muslims do not oppose the economic aspect of industrialization, but the main

concern of the believers is that morality - based on the divine revelation - is preserved. Imaam

As-Sadi  [may  Allaah  have  mercy  upon  him]  said,  "Industrialization  and  Modern  Inventions:

everyone has participated in it – the righteous, the wicked, the believer and the disbeliever. As

for religion and (virtuous) manners, then indeed -in this era, it has greatly declined. So, when

this industrial advancement is devoid of (sound) religion and faith, it became a great harm from

two angles: firstly,  It beguiled many people, who – due of their ignorance – think that worldly

advancement is proof to show that its people are more worthy of achieving every good than



others. They are clearly misguided, for indeed a person might be from the most skillful in affairs

related to the material world, whilst he is one of the most ignorant people in affairs related to

the deen, virtuous manners and the (other) beneficial affairs in this life and the next. Secondly,

when these inventions are devoid of Deen, its mercy and wisdom, it becomes a great disaster for

humankind due to the wars that resulted from them, killing, destruction and other affairs related

to it. Its regulators (or overseers) and scholars are unable to laydown – for humankind -a stable,

just and good life, rather they have not ceased moving from one misrable state to another. This

is inevitable and the continuous state of affairs shows that (to be the case). Therefore all good is

found in the sound religion and all evil is found in rejecting and willfully denying [Allaah, His

Messengers, His Laws, Guidance, Commands, Prohibitions etc]". (7) 

Saudi King Faysal Bin Abdul Azeez [may Allaah have mercy upon him] said, "Our religion

Islaam is the correct Religion, which falsehood can neither approach in front or behind it. And

we refute  the  one  who  claims  that  there  is  neither  social  organization nor  economics  and

cultivation  within  it.  We  are  callers  to  the  word  of  Allaah  [i.e.  none  has  the  right  to  be

worshipped except Allaah]. We are callers so that the Religion of Allaah becomes dominant over

everything else and we are not harmed by those who fabricate lies against us with that which we

do not intend. Our orientation is clear. If we wish to be nurtured upon goodness in everything- in

the religious and worldly affairs, then it is obligated on us to hold unto this belief of the pious

predecessors,  and  that  we  follow  that  which  Allaah  revealed  through  the  tongue  of  His

Messenger (i.e. the Qur’aan) and to that which His Messenger commanded. And with this, we

are guaranteed a good life for ourselves, nobility and protection, and honor only comes from

Allaah. Allaah said:
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Verily, We will indeed make victorious Our Messengers and those who believe (in the Oneness of

Allah Islamic Monotheism) in this world’s life and on the Day when the witnesses will  stand

forth, (i.e. Day of Resurrection)]. [Surah Ghaafir. Verse 51]

And Allaah (The Most High) said: [ َ _ Yِمِنني
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And (as for) the believers it was – َوك

incumbent upon Us to help (them)]. [Surah Ar-Rum. Verse 47]

However, the most important affair in this is that we (strive to be) true believers. So if we are

true believers, then by the Might of Allaah we will be guaranteed help, safety and security, ease

and nobility for us and our society. (8)

Saudi King Abdul Azeez [may Allaah have mercy upon him] stated, "Indeed, we do not

seek after the revival (or reformation) that will  deprive us of our (sound) religion and creed;

rather we seek after the pleasure of Allaah [The Mighty and Majestic]. Whoever acts to seek the

pleasure of Allaah, then indeed Allaah will suffice him and will be his Helper. The Muslims are

not in need due to lack of reformation, rather they are in need of returning to that which the

Salafus Saaleh (pious predecessors) were upon". (9)



Indeed,  we  embrace  everything  that  is  judged  to  be  beneficial  in  the  worldly  affairs,  but

preservation of the morality commanded by Allaah and His Messenger is the first and foremost

goal of the believers.  Read on this link by Shaikh Abdul Waahid Abu Khadeejah [may Allaah

preserve him]: Issues which arise after the time of Revelation for which there is no specific text:

Al-Masālih  Al-Mursalah  and  how  Islam  is  applicable  in  every  age:

https://www.abukhadeejah.com/issues-which-arise-after-the-time-of-revelation-for-which-

there-is-no-specific-text-al-masalih-al-mursalah-and-how-islam-is-applicable-in-every-age/   Also

read this tremendous treatise by Imaam As-Sadi [may Allaah have mercy upon him] titled: [Ad-

Dalaa'il Al-Qur'aaniyyah Fee Annal Uloom Wal-A'maal An-Naafi'ah Al-Asriyyah Daakhilatun Fid

Deen Al-Islaamiy: https://salaficentre.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/dalaa_il.pdf ]

As for Westernization, then indeed there is no doubt that the cultures of nations contain

both virtues and vices, therefore the Muslim is commanded to judge all cultures based on the

infallible divine revelation.  Imaam Abdul Azeez Bin Baaz [may Allaah have mercy upon him] said,

"It is obligated on every Muslim that he does not depend on custom; rather he presents it to the

pure Islamic legislation (to be judged), so whatever the Islamic legislation affirms is permissible

and whatever it does not affirm is impermissible. The customs of the people are not proof to

determine the lawfulness of anything. All the customs of the people in their countries or tribes

must be presented to the Book of Allaah and the Sunnah of His Messenger [peace and blessings

of Allaah be upon him] for judgement, so whatever Allaah and His Messenger made permissible

is  permissible, and whatever they forbid, then it  is  obligatory to abandon it  even if  it  is the

custom of the people". (10)

Imaam Muhammad Bin Saaleh Al-Uthaymeen [may Allaah have mercy upon him] said,

"The  customs  cannot  make  something  that  is  not  legislated  (in  the  divine  revelation)  as

something legislated, because of Allaah’s statement: [ا
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Al-Birr (piety, righteousness, etc.) that you enter the houses from the back] [Surah Al-Baqarah.

Aayah 189], despite the fact that it was something they took as their custom and considered it to

be an act of righteousness. Whoever takes something as a custom and believes that it is an act of

righteousness, then it should be presented to Allaah’s divine legislation [i.e. to be judged]". (11)

Imaam Muhammad Bin Saaleh Al-Uthaymeen [may Allaah have mercy upon him] also

said, "Extremism in related to customs is stringent adherence to old customs and not diverting to

what is better than them. As for if the customs are equal in benefit [i.e. the ones judged to be

permissible by the divine legislation], then a person remaining upon what he is upon would be

better than going along with the new (or emerging) customs". (12)

Imaam  Ibnul  Qayyim  [may  Allaah  have  mercy  upon  him]  said,  "Hardship  is  only

encountered  by  the  one  who abandons  the  Ma’loofaat  and  Awaa’id  [i.e.  un-Islmaic  habits,

deeds, practices, customs etc] for other than the sake of Allaah. As for the one who abandons

them truthfully and sincerely from the bottom of his heart- for the sake of Allaah alone, then

indeed he does not encounter any difficulty due to abandoning them except in the beginning,  in

order that he is tested as to whether he is truthful or untruthful in abandoning them? If he
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exercises a little  bit  of  patience,  its  [i.e.  that abandonment]  will  alternate into pleasure.  Ibn

Seereen  said  that  he  heard  Shurayh  swearing  by  Allaah  that  “A  servant  does  not  abandon

anything for the sake of Allaah and finds a loss in that. And their statement (i.e. the people of

knowledge) that 'Whoever abandons something for the Sake of Allaah, Allaah will replace it with

what is better', this is true. This compensation is of different types and the best of that which a

person is  compensated with is  the desire and yearning to get close to Allaah, seeking after

Allaah’s  pleasure,  love of  Allaah,  and the heart  granted-  by  way of  it-  tranquillity,  strength,

enthusiasm, happiness and being pleased with its Lord [The Most High]'". (13)   

Finally, visit links and read articles by Shaikh Abdul Waahid Abu Khadeejah [may Allaah preserve

him] regarding the lifestyle and behaviour of a Muslim. 

https://www.abukhadeejah.com/muslim-lifestyles-choices-and-adopting-non-muslim-practices-

that-conflict-with-islamic-teachings-islam-4-1/

https://www.abukhadeejah.com/the-importance-of-the-muslim-lifestyle-and-community-islam-

4-9/

https://www.abukhadeejah.com/living-with-non-muslims-in-the-west-with-fine-conduct/

https://www.abukhadeejah.com/having-alliance-with-the-non-muslims-is-of-two-types-
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