
In The Name of Allaah, The Most Merciful, The Bestower of Mercy.

After the death of Uthmaan I [may Allaah have mercy upon him], his

son Orkhan took over rulership and followed the same policy of his father in

ruling  and conquests.  In  the year  727AH corresponding to  1327 AD,  he

conquered Nicomedia,  located in  northwest  Asia  Minor  near  the city  of

Istanbul, which is the current city of Izmit, and then he established the first

Ottoman university there. He took care of establishing the army based on

the needs of the era and made it a regular army. 

Sultan  Orkhan  was  keen  to  achieve  the  glad  tidings  of  Allaah's

Messenger  [peace  and  blessings  of  Allaah  be  upon  him]  regarding  the

conquest of Constantinople (1), and to develop a strategic plan aimed at

besieging the Byzantine capital from the west and the east simultaneously,

and to achieve this, he sent his son Sulaymaan to cross the (Dardanelles)

strait  and  seize  some  sites  in  the  western  side.  So,  in  the  year  758AH,

Sulaymaan crossed the strait (of the Dardanelles) at night with forty Muslim

Knights, and after reaching the West Bank, they seized the Roman boats

anchored there and took them back to the East Bank.

As the Ottomans did not have a fleet at that time, and their state was

still in the beginning of its foundations, Sulaymaan ordered his soldiers to

board  the  boats  in  the  East  Bank  and  they  were  transported  to  the

European coast, where they opened the port of the castle Gallipoli in which

the  fortress  Canakkale  and  Rodesto are  all  located  on the  strait  (of  the

Dardanelles) from south to north. And with this, the Sultan took a great

step  that  benefited  those  who  came  after  him  in  the  conquest  of

Constantinople  (i.e.  the  conquest  other  than  the  one  mentioned  in  the

authentic ahaadeeth). (2) 

One  of  the  most  important  things  about  Sultan  Orkhan  is  his

establishment of the Islamic Army, and his keenness to introduce a special

system for it; so he divided it into units that consisted of ten, a hundred or a

thousand people, and allocated one-fifth of the spoils of war to be spent on

the army. He made it  a regular army,  unlike in the past when they only



gathered in times of war, and set up special barracks for them to be trained.

He  also  added  another  army  known  as  the  Janissaries,  which  he

established amongst the new Muslims, whose number increased after the

expansion of the state and its great victories in the wars against the non-

Muslim enemies, large numbers of the people of those conquered countries

accepted Islaam and joined the ranks of the fighters in the path of Allaah

after  receiving  Islamic  education  -  intellectually  and  militarily,  and  then

enlisted in the various army regiments.

The scholars and jurists, along with their ruler Orkhan, instilled a love

of Jihad and defending the religion- longing for its victory or martyrdom in

its path. Orkhan worked to increase the number of his new army after an

increased succession of  Jihad and struggle against  the Byzantines;  so he

chose a number of young Turks, and a number of young Byzantines who

converted to Islam, enlisted them in the army and took great care of their

upbringing in the subject matter of Jihaad as ordained in Islaam. The new

army soon increased in number and included thousands of fighters in the

path of Allaah.

Orkhan and Alaa Ad-Deen were in agreement that the main goal of

forming the new army was to continue the Jihad against the Byzantines,

conquer more of their lands with the aim of spreading Islam there, benefit

from the Byzantines, who had converted to Islam, to spread Islaam after

receiving an Islamic education and on the subject  matter of  Jihaad,  and

after  the  Islamic  principles  had  been  established  in  their  hearts  and

behaviour. 

Orkhan's domestic and foreign policy

The  conquests  of  Orkhan  were  focused  on  the  Romans,  but  it

happened that in the year 736 AH, the Ameer of Qara, one of the emirates

that was established on the remnants of the Seljuk state of Rome, died, and

his two sons disagreed after him and disputed about the emirate. And the

aim of  the emerging Ottoman Empire  was  to  inherit  the Seljuk  state  of



Rome in  Asia  Minor  and  the  other  areas  was  under  its  control;  so  the

conflict continued for this reason between it and the other Emirates until

the days of Muhammad Al-Faatih when all of Asia Minor was subjected to

his authority.

Orkhan took  care  of  consolidating the foundations  of  his  state  by

pursuing reform, built infrastructure, organized the administration and the

armed forces,  built  mosques and established institutes. He spent twenty

years - after taking over the Emirate of (Karacha) - without initiating any

wars; rather, he spent that time improving the civil service and the military,

strengthening  internal  security,  built  mosques  and  allocated  religious

endowments to them, and established vast public facilities. This testifies to

Orkhan's piety, wisdom and farsightedness.

He did not wage war after war out of  a desire for expansion,  but

rather he was keen to consolidate his authority in the lands that he could

annex, and establish - in every new land - the characteristics of the civil,

military,  educational  and  cultural  state,  thus  coming  under  their  full

authority  and  state  property  in  Asia  Minor.  This  demonstrates  his

understanding with regards to gradual  progression in  establishing nation

states, civilization and regeneration.

As soon as he completed the internal construction, the struggle for

rulership  within  the  Byzantine  state  started  and  thus  the  emperor

Kantakouzenos requested his help against his opponents; so he sent forces

from the Ottomans to consolidate the Ottoman influence in Europe. And in

the year 1358 AD, an earthquake struck the city of Thrace and the walls of

Gallipoli collapsed, so the people deserted it, which made it easy for the

Ottomans to enter. The Byzantine Emperor protested this to no avail and

Orkhan's response was that the affair was a divine providence as the city

gates were opened to his forces! Gallipoli soon became the first Ottoman

base in Europe, and from there the first campaigns were launched, which

eventually culminated in the seizure of the entire Balkan Peninsula. [An Excerpt

from Ad-Dawlah Al-Uthmaaniyyah Awaamil An-Nuhood wa Asbaab As-Suqoot 6/52-58. Slightly paraphrased]



_____________________________________________________________

_____

Refs 1 and 2: Hadeeth regarding the conquest of Constantinople: The

fall  of  the  Byzantine  capital  Constantinople  -  at  the  hands  of  Sultan

Muhammad Al-Faatih (may Allah have mercy upon him) is not the conquest

of Constantinople that is intended in the Ahaadeeth. Al-Allaamah Hamood

at-Tuwayjiree  [may  Allaah  have  mercy  upon  him]  stated,  "I  say,  indeed

Constantinople  was  conquered  in  the  year  857  AH at  the  hands  of  the

Uthmaanee Turkman Sultan Muhammad Al-Faatih [he was referred to as Al-

Faatih  (the  Conqueror)  due  to  his  conquest  of    Constantinople],  and

Constantinople has not ceased to be in the hands of the Uthmaaniyyeen up

until this era of ours at the end of the fourteenth century after the Hijrah.

This conquest is not the one mentioned in the Prophetic reports which have

already been mentioned (in this discourse), because indeed that one will

only occur after the great combat and a short period before the Dajjaal

appears,  as  it  has  already been made known in  a  number  of  Prophetic

reports in this chapter, as will also be stated in the two Prophetic reports

(transmitted) by Mu’aadh and Abdullaah Ibn Bishr [may Allaah be pleased

with both of them]. Its conquest [i.e. Constantinople] will  occur together

with Tasbeeh [i.e. utterence of the statement 'Subhaan Allaah' - Glory be to

Allaah and free is He from all imperfections], Tahleel (i.e. the statement Laa

Ilaaha Illal laah - There is no deity worthy of worship except Allaah] and

Takbeer [i.e. the statement Allaahu Akbar- allaah is the Greaatest], but not

with  many  people  (i.e.  army  men)  and  (many)  weaponerys,  as  clearly

mentioned in more than one hadeeth in this chapter. Its conquest will occur

at the hands of the Arabs and not at the hands of the Turks, and this is

proven in his (i.e. the the Prophet - peace and blessings of Allaah be upon

him) statenment reported in the hadeeth that was transmitted by Amr Bin

Awf [may Allaah be pleased with him] that "Thereafter, (the forceful, firm,

strong etc  youth of  the Muslims)  of  the Arabian Peninsula  -  who whilst

striving in the path of Allaah do not fear the blame of the blamers - will

come out to them, until Allaah grants them the conquest of Constantinople



and Rome with Tasbeeh and Takbeer". And in the hadeeth transmitted by

Abu  Hurairah  [may  Allaah  be  pleased  with  him]  in  Saheeh Muslim,  (he

stated), "Then an army from Madeenah will come out to them who will be

the  best  of  the  people  of  the  entire  Earth  at  that  time".  [See  It'haaf

AlJamaa'ah Bimaa Jaa'a Fil Fitan Wal-Malaahim Wa Ashraat As-Saa'ah. Vol

1. pages 403-404]


