
In The Name of Allaah, The Most Merciful, The Bestower of Mercy.

The People's Knowledge and Awareness About Allaah 

There those who know Allaah as the one who is magnanimous, kind

and bestows favours in abundance. There those who know Him as the one

who is forgiving, forbearing and expiates the sins of the servants.  There are

those who know Him as the possessor of perfect Strength and punishes the

wrongdoers  justly. There  are  those  who know Him  as  the  posssessor  of

Perfect,  All-Encompassing Knowledge and Wisdom.   There are those who

know Him as the possessor of perfect Might and Magesty. There are those

who know Him as one with perfect mercy, benignity and graciousness. There

are those who know Him as  the possessor of absolute dominion and that

everything is subjugated to Him willingly and unwillingly. There is one who

knows  Allaah  as  the  one  who  responds  to  his  supplication,  relieves  his

anxiety and fulfil his need.

The  ones-  among  these  people  -  with  the  most  comprehensive

knowledge and awareness about Allaah are those who Him by His Speech

(i.e.  the  Qur'aan),  because  they  know  a  Lord  who  possesses  unlimited

Perfect  Attributes  and  Perfect  Exalted  Descriptions  -  free  from  every

similarity,  difficiency, weakness and fault;  the possessor of every sublime

Name and perfect Attribute. The one who does what He wills  (based on

perfect knowledge, justice and wisdom). He is above everyone - [above His

throne in a way that befits His Majesty and everything is under His absolute

control]; knows, hears and sees everything - (nothing in the heavens and

the earth, even the weight of a small ant or smaller, escapes His knowledge,

Hearing  and  Sight);  the  one  able  to  do  everything,  the  One  to  whom

everyone and everything defends for their subsistence and survival; but He

depends on none. He is the one who gives commands and prohibitions, the

one  who  perfectly  ordained  all  the  religious  affairs  and  spoke  about

everything (He wants the servants to know regarding) the events that will

take place in the universe - present, past and future- based on His perfect

knowledge, Perfect Justice and Wisdom). He is  greater than everything -



(free  from  all  similarities,  difficiences,  imperfections,  weaknesses  and

faults). He is the most Merciful of all those who show mercy and the most

able to do what He wishes (based on perfect ability, knowledge, wisdom

and justice). He is the best and the only perfect judge (whose judgments are

based on absolute certainty, perfect justice, knowledge and wisdom). The

Qur'aan was revealed so that His servants may know Him- know the path

that leads to His Pleasure as well as the affair of those who follow this path

that leads to His (Pleasure and reward in this life and the next). (1)

The People's Knowledge Regarding The Path of The Believers and The Path

of The Criminals

Allaah [The Most High] said:[ ٱۡلُمۡجِرِميَن       َسبِيلُ� َوِلتَۡستَبِينَ� ٱَأۡۡلَيَٰ�تِ� لُ� نُفَّصِ And – َوَكذَٲِلكَ�

thus  do  We  explain  the  Ayat  (proofs,  evidences,  verses,  lessons,  signs,

revelations,  etc.)  in  detail,  so  that  the  way  of  the  Mujrimun  (criminals,

polytheists, sinners) become manifest. [Surah Al-An’aam. Aayah 55]

Those who know Allaah, His Book and His Religion are acquainted

with the path of the believers and that of the criminals in detail- the two

paths are clearly visible to them, just as a path leading to its destination and

the path leading to destruction are made clearly visible. They are the most

knowledgeable amongst the creation- the ones who benefit [the people]

the most, the ones with the most useful advice and they are an evidence of

right guidance. This is why the Sahaabah have excelled all those to come

after them until  the Day of  Judgment,  for  indeed they were brought up

upon the path of misguidance, shirk and paths leading to destruction, and

they  knew  them  in  detail;  then  the  Messenger  [sallal-laahu-alayhi-

wasallam] came to them and took them out from darkness [an entered

them] into complete light- from shirk into Tawheed; from ignorance into

knowledge;  from  misguidance  into  guidance;  from  injustice  into  justice;

from confusion  and  blindness  into  guidance  and  clear-sightedness.  They

knew the worth of that which they received and were triumphant by way of

it.   [They  knew  the  worth]  of  that  which  was  contained  in  what  they

[received],  since what  is  in  opposition to  the [truth  and right  guidance]



reveals the goodness of what it opposes, because [upright] affairs are made

clear by way of their opposites. So they increased in desire and love of that

which they embraced, disliked and hated that which they had turned away

from. And of all the people, they had the most love for Tawheed, Imaan and

Islaam, and had the most hatred for that which was in opposition to it.

They were the most knowledgeable of the path in detail.

As for those who came after the Sahaabah, amongst them is that one

who was brought up in Islaam but knows not what is in opposition to it.

Therefore, some of the details of the path of the believers and that of the

criminals became confusing to him, for indeed confusion occurs due to the

weakness  of  one’s  knowledge  regarding  both  paths  or  one  of  them,  as

Umar Ibnul Khattaab [radiyallaahu-anhu] said: “The bonds of Islaam will be

undone one after the other when a people who grew up in Islaam know not

what  Jaahiliyyah  [Pre-Islamic  Ignorance]  is.’’  This  [statement  shows  an

aspect of] Umar’s perfect knowledge [of Islaam].

And there is that one who is neither acquainted with the path of the

criminals nor has it been made clear to him, or he has doubts and thus

thinks that some of their ways are from the ways of the believers. This has

occurred in this Ummah in many affairs of Aqeedah, Knowledge and Action

regarding the path of the criminals, the disbelievers and the enemies of the

Messengers, [which] was brought into the path of the believers by the one

who does not know the [detailed distinction between] the path of believers

and the path of the criminals, so he called to [this path], excommunicate

the  one  in  opposition  and  declares  lawful  that  which  Allaah  and  His

Messenger made unlawful,  just  as  what  has occurred with many of  the

people of bidah, such as the Jahmiyyah, the Qadariyyah, the Khawaarij, the

Rawaafid and their ilk- among those who initiated an innovation, called to it

and excommunicated those who opposed it.

The  people  are  four  categories  in  this  subject  matter  [i.e.  the

obligation of having knowledge of the path of the believers and that of the

criminals in detail].



The First Group: They are those who know the path of the believers

and that of the criminals in detail-in both knowledge and action. They are

the most knowledgeable amongst the creation.

The Second  Group: They  are  those  who are  blind  to  both  paths-

those resembling animals. The path of the criminals comes [to them] and

they follow it.

The Third Group: It is that one who concerns himself with (seeking)

knowledge of the path of the believers and not its opposite. He only knows

(the path of  the criminals)  by way of  its  opposition to the (path  of  the

believers) and in a general way, and [holds] that all that is in opposition to

the path of the believers is falsehood, even though that is not illustrated to

him in detail.  Rather, when he hears some of that which contradicts the

path of  the believers,  he turns away and does not preoccupy himself  in

understanding and knowing its falsity.  This person is in a state (similar) to

one who is safeguarded from following desires- whose heart is neither put

at risk nor is he called to (such desires), as opposed to those who are aware

of (such desires) and their souls are inclined towards them, but they strive

against it for the Sake of Allaah. A letter was written to Umar Ibnul Khattaab

(radiyallaahu-anhu) and he was asked about this affair, as to which of the

two men is the better- a man who is not put at risk by way of desires and

does not go through its difficulties, or a man who is pushed towards it but

abandons it for the Sake of Allaah?  Umar (radiyallaahu-anhu) wrote back

saying: The one who is desirous of sin but abandons it for the Sake of Allaah

is from ‘those whose hearts Allaah has tested for piety. For them there is

forgiveness and a great reward.’ [Surah Hujuraat. Ayah: 3]

The Fourth Group: This group knows the path of evil, bidah and kufr

in detail and the path of the believers in general. This is the situation of

many of those who concern themselves with the beliefs of the previous

nations and that of the people of bidah. They are acquainted with (these

affairs)  in  detail,  but  not  with  what  the  Messenger  (sallal-laahu-alayhi-

wasallam) came with; rather they are acquainted with it in general even



though they may know some of its affairs in detail. Whoever examines their

books will see that. Likewise, those who know the paths of evil, oppression

and corruption in detail  and are followers of it;  if  they repent,  abandon

these (affairs)  and return to  the path  of  the pious  believers,  then  their

knowledge of it will only be general.  They will not be acquainted with it in

that detailed manner known to those who spend their lives (studying) its

regulations and ways.

The Objective: Indeed, Allaah (Glorified be He) loves that one should

know the path of His enemies in order to avoid and hate it, just as the path

of the His awliyaa (close friends) is known and followed. (2)

_____________________________________________________________________

[Ref 1: An Excerpt From Al-Fawaa'id. page 258-259. slightly paraphrased]

[Ref 2: An Excerpt from ‘Al-Fawaa’d pages 167-180. slightly paraphrased]


