
In The Name of Allaah, The Most Merciful, The Bestower of Mercy.

Salafus Saaleh [Righteous Predecessors]

Imaam Umar Bin Abdil Azeez [may Allaah have mercy upon him]

He once wept when he was a child, so when that reached his mother,

she  sent  for  him  and  asked,  “What  made  you  weep?”  He  said,  “I

remembered death”, so his mother also wept.

Az-Zubayr  Bin  Bakkaar  said,  “The  first  affair  that  manifested  from

Umar's  uprightness  was  his  fervent  desire  for  knowledge  and  good

manners.  He  was  very  young  when  his  father  was  appointed  as  the

governor of Egypt, so his father wanted to travel with him from Syria to

Egypt, but he said to his father, ‘O father! Perhaps something else might be

more beneficial  for me and you!’ His father said, ‘What's that?’ He said,

‘Take  me  to  Madeenah  to  sit  with  the  Fuqahaa  and  learn  from  their

manners’. So, his father sent him to Madeenah together with a servant. He

sat with the Mashaayikh of Quraish and avoided their youth, and he did not

cease doing so until he became well known”.

Anas Ibn Maalik [may Allaah be pleased with him] said, “I have not

prayed  behind  an  Imaam  whose  prayer  resembles  that  of  Allaah's

Messenger [peace and blessings  of  Allaah be upon him] more than this

young man [Umar Bin Abdil Azeez]”.

Ismaa'eel Bin Ayyaash said that Amr Bin Muhaajir said, “When Umar

Bin Abdil Azeez  became the Khaleefah, he stood in front of the people,

praised Allaah and then said, ‘O people! Verily, there is no Book after the

Qur'aan and no Prophet after Muhammad [peace be upon him]. Indeed, I

am not a judge, rather I am one upon whom it is obligated to comply with

commands  and  prohibitions.  Indeed,  I  am  not  an  innovator  in  religious

affairs, but rather I am one who adheres to the Sunnah. Verily a man who

flees  from  an  oppressive  leader  cannot  be  a  wrong  doer,  but  that

oppressive leader is the disobedient one. Indeed, there is no obedience to



the creation in disobedience to the Creator [The Mighty and Majestic]’”.

Az-Zubayr Bin Bakkaar said, “Muhammad Bin Sallaam informed me

that  Sallaam Bin  Saleem said,  'When Umar Bin  Abdil  Azeez became the

Khaleefah,  he  climbed  the  Minbar  -  and  that  was  the  first  Khutbah  he

delivered, then he praised and exalted Allaah, and said, 'O people! Whoever

accompanies us, then let him accompany us with five affairs otherwise let

him disassociate from us: Let him inform us of the needs of those who are

not able to inform us, help us to do good by his guidance, direct us to good

by way of that which he guides himself, refrain from backbiting anyone in

our presence and not engage in that which does not concern him’. After this

speech of his, the poets and sermonisers disassociated from him, but those

who abstained from the unnecessary worldly pleasures and the jurists kept

close company with him and said, ‘We cannot disassociate from this man

until he opposes what he has stated’”.

Sufyaan  Ibn Uyaynah said, “When Umar Bin Abdil Azeez became the

Khaleefah, he contacted Muhammad Bin Kab, Rajaa Bin Haywah and Saalim

Bin Abdillaah and said to them, ‘You have seen that which I have been put

to trial and indeed it has fallen upon me, so what advice do you have?’

Muhammad Bin kab said, ‘Consider the old man a father, the young person

a brother and the little one as your child, so be good to your father, keep

ties with your brother and be kind to your child’. Rajaa said to him, ‘Wish for

the people what you wish for yourself,  hate for them what you hate for

yourself and do not approach them except in manner you would like them

to approach you’. Saalim said, ‘Concentrate on one affair by degrading the

lusts of the worldly life and let your innate disposition be directed towards

reflecting upon death’. Umar said, ‘Laa Hawla Walaa Quwwata illaa Billaah’”.

Whenever he faced a difficult matter, he would gather the jurists of

Madeenah,  particularly  ten of  them and would  not  firmly decide on an

affair without them or some of them, and they were Urwah, Ubaydullaah

Bin Abdillaah Ibn Utbah,  AbuBakr Bin Abdir  Rahmaan Ibn Al-Haarith Ibn

Hishaam, AbuBakr Bin Sulaymaan Ibn Khaythama, Salaymaan Bin Yasaar, Al-



Qaasim  Bin  Muhammad  Ibn  Hazm,  Saalim  Bin  Abdillaah,  Abdullaah  Bin

Aamir Ibn Rabee'ah and Khaarijah Bin Zayd Ibn Thaabit. He never used to

hold  a view that  was  different from that  of  Sa'eed Ibnul  Musayyib,  and

Sa'eed did not use to visit any of the caliphs besides Umar Ibn Abdil Azeez

in Madeenah.

Maymoon  Bin  Mehraan  said,  “The  scholars  were  students  in  the

presence of Umar Bin Abdil Azeez”.

One day he was sitting in his place of prayer with his hand on his

cheek  and  his  tears  flowing,  so  his  wife  –  Faatimah-  entered  and  said,

“What is the matter with you?” He replied, “Woe to you O Faatimah! I have

taken  the  responsibility  of  looking  after  the  affairs  of  this  Ummah,  so  I

pondered  upon  the  affair  of  the  poor  and  hungry  person,  the  sick  and

miserable  person,  the  one  without  appropriate  clothing  and  is  making

strenuous efforts, the helpless orphan, the lonely widow, the subjugated

oppressed person, the stranger, the war captive, the old man, the one who

has numerous dependants and little wealth and those similar to them in the

various regions of the earth and the different countries, so I knew that my

Lord [The Mighty and Majestic] will question me about them on the day of

judgement,  the  one  who  will  argue  on  their  behalf  against  me  will  be

Muhammad [peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him] and I feared that I

will not have strong proof in the presence of his arguments, so I felt sorry

for myself and wept”.

Every day, he used to announce, “Where are those in debt? Where

are the married people and where are the orphans so that I can  give them

sufficient provision”.

He said, “It is obligated on you to fear Allaah, because indeed fear of

Allaah does not accept anything else to interfere with it. None shows mercy

except the people who fear Allaah and no reward is  given except for it.

Those who admonish people about it are many, but those who act upon it

are few”.



He said, “The one who knows that his speech is part of his deeds, his

speech will  not  be  related  to  anything  except  that  which  concerns  and

benefits him”.

He said, “The one who does not consider his speech to be part of his

deeds, then his mistakes will be many and whoever worships Allaah without

Knowledge will corrupt more than he rectifies”.

Maalik Bin Deenaar said, “The people say that Maalik is a one who

abstains from unnecessary worldly pleasures", but what type of abstentious

person am I; rather Umar Bin Abdil Azeez is the one who truly abstains from

the unnecessary worldly pleasure, because the worldly wealth came to him

and he abandoned all of it”. (1)

Allaah’s Messenger [peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him] said:

دِينَهَا              لَهَا يَُجدِّدُ َمْن َسنَةٍ ِماَئَةِ كُلِّ َرْأِْس عَلَى اُألُمَّةِ لِهَذِهِ يَبْعَُث ََّه الل ِإِنَّ

Allaah will raise for this Ummah at the end of every hundred years

the one who will revive its religion for it. (2)
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This reviver is non else but a scholar who has sound understanding of



the  religious  sciences  that  deal  with  acts  of  worship,  the  underlying

wisdoms of the religion and the texts that deal with beliefs of the heart. (3)

A group amongst the scholars-  including Ahmad Bin Hanbal -  stated

that Umar Bin Abdul Azeez was alive at the end of the first hundred years

and he is  more worthy and entitled to  be entered into this  category of

people due to his leadership and striving to establish truth.

He used to write to the employees of the state to remind them to

adhere to the Sunnah, saying,  “If the Sunnah does not rectify you, Allaah

will not rectify you”.

He used to give a 100 Deenaars a year from the state fund to those

who travel to the central mosque of their country to study Fiqh , spread

knowledge and teach recitation of the Qur'an. He used to say, "O Allaah!

Grant us safety. O Allaah! Grant us safety".

He used to say, “O Allaah! Rectify the one in whose rectification there

will be rectification for the Ummah of Muhammad, and destroy the one in

whose  destruction  there  will  be  rectification  for  the  Ummah  of

Muhammad”.

Every night, he used to gather  his companions amongst the jurists

and they would not mention anything else besides death and the Hereafter,

then they would weep.

He said to a man, "Teach your child Al-Fiqh Al-Akbar [I e. Aqeedah

Tawheed], contentment and to prevent harm".

A man recited this Aayah in his presence: [ْوا XXXَع
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chained  together,  they  will  exclaim  therein  for  destruction].  [Surah  Al-

Furqaan. Aayah 13] So he wept severely, got up and entered his house, so

the people left him and departed.

It reached him that a man amongst his companions passed away, so

he  went  to  the  man's  family  to  offer  his  condolences.  The  family  cried



loudly in his presence, so he said, “Enough, indeed your relative is not the

one who gave you provision, rather the one who gives you provision is alive

and will never die. This relative of yours cannot prevent anything from you

in your grave, but he can only prevent events in his grave by way of his

deeds and every person amongst you has a pit. When Allaah [The Mighty

and Majestic] created the worldly life, He decreed that it will be completely

destroyed and its inhabitants will cease to exist. There's no gathering except

that one day they will be separated until Allaah takes back the earth and

what is on it. So, whoever weeps, then let him weep for himself because

what has happened to your relative will happen to you tomorrow”. (4)

He said to the people after becoming the Khaleefah, “I command you

to  fear  Allaah,  because  fear  of  Allaah  precedes  everything  and  nothing

precedes it. Remember death a lot, because indeed it is the destroyer of

pleasures and  prepare for it properly before it arrives. Indeed, the Ummah

does not differ that Allaah is their Lord, the Qur'aan is their Book and that

Muhammad is their Prophet, but they differ in matters of the worldly life

and wealth. By Allaah! Neither will I give anyone based on falsehood nor

deprive anyone of his rights”. Then he raised his voice and said, “O people!

It is obligatory to obey whoever obeys Allaah and whoever disobeys Allaah

is not to be obeyed. Obey me as long as I obey Allaah, but do not obey me if

I disobey Allaah”. [NB: Although rulers are not obeyed in disobedience to

Allaah, but neither are they rebelled against nor is rebellion incited against

them.  read  here:  https://www.abukhadeejah.com/the-tyranny-of-the-

rulers-a-reason-for-rebellion/]

He once wrote to one of his officials and said,  “Indeed, I command

you  to  fear  Allaah,  adhere  to  the  Sunnah  of  Allaah's  Messenger,  limit

yourself  to  the  Messenger's  command,  abandon  that  which  the  people

have newly initiated in the religion after him - those who wage war against

the Sunnah -  and have stopped acting on his true religion. Know that an

innovation  in  religious  affairs  has  never  occurred,  except  that  there  is

evidence to show its falsity, therefore it is obligated on you to adhere to the

Sunnah, for indeed it is the tradition of those [i.e. the Sahaabah] who know

https://www.abukhadeejah.com/the-tyranny-of-the-rulers-a-reason-for-rebellion/
https://www.abukhadeejah.com/the-tyranny-of-the-rulers-a-reason-for-rebellion/


the deviation, error and  foolishness that is in that which is in opposition to

it.  They  were  more  able  to  explain  the  affairs  and  more  robust  in  the

performance of deeds. Their deeds were performed properly, therefore if

that which you do is virtuous, they would have been foremost in doing so,

because they preceded everyone in every good. And if you say, “Good has

also  occurred  after  them”,  then  know that  it  was  initiated  by  one  who

followed other than the path of the believers- deviated from their path and

turned  himself  away  from  it.  Indeed,  they  [i.e.  Sahaabah]  have  spoken

about  the  [religious  innovations]  based  on  that  which  suffices  and

described it with that which solves the problem, so those who do not act

based on what they followed have fallen short and those who go beyond

what they followed are not good doers. Indeed, a people diminished their

religion and became mixed up and others wanted to go above them and

became extremists.

He said,  “Allaah's Messenger and his Khulafaa after him established

Sunan, adhering to it is obedience to Allaah and a testification that the Book

of Allaah is truth. It is not allowed for anyone to change or substitute it and

no consideration is given to anyone who opposes it. Whoever adheres to

that which has preceded will be guided and the one who uses it as a source

of foresight will be able to see clearly. As for the one who opposes it and

follows other than the path of the believers, Allaah will leave him in the

path he has chosen and burn him in hell, and what an evil destination!”.

One day, he spoke in the presence of a group of his companions and

Allaah granted him the ability to convey a fine admonition, then he saw a

man in the gathering whose eyes were filled with tears, so he immediately

stopped talking. The man said to him,  “O Ameerul Mumineen! Carry on

with your admonition because indeed I hope that Allaah will bless the one

who hears or the one it reaches”. He said to the man, “O Abu Ayyoub! Take

this  from me,  for  indeed  there  is  trial  whose  evil  the  speaker  may  not

escape when speaking to the people. Acting is more appropriate for the

believer than speaking”.



Rajaa said,  “When Umar Bin Abdul Azeez was about to depart from

this world, he kept on saying, "O Allaah! Make me pleased with your divine

will and bless me in your divine decree, so that I do not hasten what you

have delayed and not delay what you have hastened”. (5)

Imaam Al-Awzaa'ee [may Allaah have mercy upon him]

Imaam Maalik [rahimahullaah] said, “Al-Awzaa'ee [rahimahullaah] was an

Imaam who was taken as an example to be followed”.

Imaam  Sufyaan  Bin  Uyaynah  [rahimahullaah]  said,  “Al-Awzaa'ee

[rahimahullaah] was an Imaam of his era. He performed Hajj several times

and entered Makkah, so Sufyaan Ath-Thawree [rahimahullaah] grabbed the

rope of his camel,  Maalik Bin Anas [rahimahullaah] followed behind him

and Ath-Thawree said, 'Give the Shaikh a place to sit' until he got him to sit

at the Kabah and both of them took knowledge from him”.

Imaam Maalik and Imaam Al-Awzaa'ee [rahimahumallaah] engaged

in discussion several times at Madeenah from Dhur prayer until Asr prayer;

then from Asr prayer to Maghrib prayer. Al-Awzaa'ee overwhelmed him in

the subject matter regarding military expeditions and Maalik overwhelmed

him in Fiqh or some affairs of Fiqh.

Al-Awzaa'ee [rahimahullaah] said, "Follow the footsteps of the pious

predecessors even if the people reject you, and beware of the speech of

men even if they beautify and make it look good, because the affair is very

clear and you are upon the straight path”.

He  also  said, “Exercise  patience  upon  the  Sunnah,  stop  were  the

pious  predecessors  stopped,  say  what  they  say,  refrain  from  what  they

refrained from, and be sufficed with what sufficed them”.

He said, “Knowledge is  that  which has  been transmitted from the

companions of Muhammad [peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him]



and what did not come from them is not knowledge”.

Al-Waleed Bin Muslim said, “After performing the morning prayer, Al-

Awzaa’ee sat and engaged in remembrance of Allaah unt sunrise, and he

used to attribute this deed to the pious predecessors”.

He engaged in much worship, performed the prayer in an excellent

manner,  refrained from doubtful  matters  due to  fear  of  Allaah,  devoted

himself to piety and used to keep quiet for a long time. He used to say,

“Whoever  prolongs  the  night  prayer,  Allaah  will  make  easy  for  him the

standing on the day of judgement”,  and he based this speech of  his  on

Allaah's statement:

S
ه

s
 ل

ۡ
د Sٱۡسج

َ
ۡيِل ف

a
 َوِمَن ٱل

ً
ِويال

َ
 ط

ً۬
ۡيال

s
 ل

S
ۡحه ۥ َوَسبِّ

ً۬
ِقيال

َ
ا ث

۬
ۡم َيۡوًم

S
 َوَرٓاَءه

َ
ون Sر

َ
 َوَيذ

َ
ة

s
َعاِجل

ۡ
 ٱل

َ
ون ِحبُّ Sِء ي

َ
ٓاَل

S
ُؤ

ـٰٓ  هَ
َّ

ِِإن

And  during  night,  prostrate  yourself  to  Him  (i.e.  the  offering

of Maghrib and  ‘Isha’ prayers),  and  glorify  Him  a  long  night  through

(i.e. Tahajjud prayer). Verily! These (disbelievers) love the present life of this

world,  and put behind them a heavy Day (that  will  be hard).  [Surah Al-

Insaan. Verses 26-27]

Al-Waleed  Bin  Muslim  said,  “I  have  not  seen  anyone  who  exerts

himself in worship more than Al-Awzaa'ee”.

Many people have stated that once he performed hajj and did not

sleep during his journey, rather he was engaged in prayer. And when he felt

sleepy, he reclined on a saddle.

A woman once came his wife and saw that Al-Awzaa'ee prayer mat

was soaked and asked, “Perhaps a toddler urinated on it?”. His wife replied,

“This is the effect of the Shaikh's tears due to weeping in Sujood and this

what he does every day”.

He used to say, “The love for Ali and Uthmaan [may Allaah be pleased

with them] is not combined in a heart except that of a believer”. (6)



Imaam Ibraaheem Bin Ad'ham 

[may Allaah have mercy upon him]

He was Ibraaheem Bin Ad'ham Ibn Mansoor Ibn Yazeed Ibn Aamir Ibn

Ishaaq At-Tameemee, and it was said Al-Ajlee. He was originally from Balkh,

then he resided in Syria and entered Damascus. He narrated hadeeth from

his  father,  from Al-A'mash  and  Muhammad Bin  Ziyaad  -  Abu  Hurairah's

companion, and from Abu Ishaaq As-Sabee'ee.  Imaam An-Nasaa’ee said,

“Ibraaheem  Bin  Ad'ham  is  a  trustworthy  narrator,  reliable  and  he  from

those who abstain from the unnecessary pleasures of the worldly life”. He

was one of the devout worshippers.

Abdullaah Ibnul Mubaarak [rahimahullaah] said,  “Ibraaheem was a

virtuous man and he conducted himself in the worship of his Lord in a way

that  was  hidden  from  others.  Neither  have  I  ever  seen  him  openly

remembering  Allaah  nor  performing  extra  acts  of  worship  [i.e.  he

performed extra acts of worship in seclusion]. None ever ate food with him,

except that he was the last to raise his hand to eat”.

Ibraaheem Bin  Bash'shaar  [rahimahullaah]  said  to  Ibraahem  “Why

have you stopped narrating hadeeth?” He replied, “I replaced it with three

affairs:   (a)  striving  to  be  grateful  to  Allaah  for  the  blessings  He  has

bestowed on me- by acknowledging the blessing, proclaiming that it is from

Allaah and utilising  it  in  what is  pemissible.  (b)  Striving to  seek Allaah's

forgiveness due to sins. (c) Striving to prepare for the Afterlife”.

Ibraaheem Bin Ad'ham said, “Grief is of two types: the grief that is in

your advantage and the grief that is against you. Your grief regarding the

hardships in the afterlife is in your advantage [i.e. it makes you prepare for

that  which saves a person in the afterlife].  And your grief  regarding the

worldly life [i.e. due to greed, mutual rivalry, covetousness etc] is against

you”.



Ibraaheem Bin Ad'ham said, “Abstinence is three types: Obligatory,

recommended and the abstinence that is based on safety. The obligatory

abstinence is that one abstains from what is unlawful, the recommended

abstinence is that one abstains from the unnecessary lawful desires and the

abstinence that is based on safety is that one abstains from doubtful (or

ambiguous) matters”.

Ibraaheem Bin Ad'ham said, “Having less eagerness and desire for the

extra and unnecessary things of worldly life leads a person to truthfulness

and makes him avoid doubtful matters out of fearing that he will fall into

what is unlawful and thus puts himself in trouble in the afterlife. Having a

lot of eagerness and desire for the excess and unnecessary things of the

worldly life leads to grief and anxiety”.

He  used  to  supplicate,  saying  “O  Allaah!  Turn  me  away  from  the

humiliation that results from disobeying You and grant me the honour that

is associated with obedience to You”.

A man said to Ibraaheem Bin Ad'ham, “I would love that you take this

Jubbah [i.e. a long outer garment that resembles an open coat, having long

sleeves] as a gift from me”. He said to the man, “If you are a wealthy person

I will accept  it, otherwise I will not”. The man said, “I am wealthy”. He said

to him, “How much do you have?” The man said, “I have two thousand”. He

said to the man, “Do you wish that this two thousand increases to four

thousand?” The man said, “Yes”. He said to the man, “You are poor and I do

not accept this Jubbah from you”.

Al-Awzaa'ee [rahimahullaah] once him as his guest, but   he limited

what he ate, so Al-Awzaa'ee said to him, “Why did you limit what you ate”,

he  replied,  “Because  you  also  limited  what  you  ate”.  Then  Ibraaheem

prepared food and invited Al-Awzaa'ee, so he said to Ibraaheem, “Do you

not fear that this is tantamount to extravagance?” Ibraaheem replied, “No,

rather extravagance is that which is spent in disobedience to Allaah, but as

for what a man spends on his brothers, it is part of the religion”. (7)



A Man came to  Ibraaheem Bin  Ad'ham and  said,  “O Abu Ishaaq!

Indeed, I have transgressed against myself [through severe sinning], so tell

me that  which will  stop me from sinning and rescue my heart  from it”.

Ibraaheem said to him, “If you accept five things then you can fulfil them,

you will not be harmed and the satisfaction one feels in the heart as a result

of obedience to Allaah will not ceased to be with you”. The man said, “O

Abu Ishaaq! Give them to me”.  Ibraaheem said, “As for the first affair, when

you  want  to  disobey  Allaah  [The  Mighty  and  Majestic]  do  not  eat  the

provision [He has created]!” The man said, “Where would I eat from when it

is  the fact that everything in the earth is  from the provision [Allaah has

created]?!” Ibraaheem said to him, “O you! Is it befitting that you eat the

provision [provided by Allaah] and disobey Him?” The man said, “No, tell

me the second affair”. Ibraaheem said, “When you want to disobey Allaah,

do not dwell on the land [Allaah has created]”. The man said, “This is even

greater than the first,  because when it  is  the case that  the eastern and

western regions of the earth, and what is between them belongs to Allaah,

then where would I dwell?” So, Ibraaheem said to him, “O you! Is it befitting

that you eat the provision and dwell on the land [Allaah has created], but

you disobey Him?”. The man said, “No, tell me the third affair”.

Ibraaheem  said,  “When  you  want  to  disobey  Allaah  whilst  being

provided with the provision and dwelling on the land [Allaah has created],

then be at a place where Allaah cannot see you”. The man said, “How can

that be when it is the fact that Allaah knows everything that is hidden”. So,

Ibraaheem said to him, “O you! Is it befitting that you eat from the provision

and dwell on the land [Allaah has created], but you disobey Him whilst He

sees you and what you do?” The man said, “No, tell me the fourth affair”.

Ibraaheem said, “When the angel of death comes to remove your soul, then

tell him, ‘Delay my departure from this world so that I may perform sincere

repentance and righteous deeds for the sake of Allaah”. The man said, “He

[i.e. the angel of death] will not accept [this request]”. Ibraaheem said, “O

you! When it is the fact that you cannot stop death so that you can repent

nor can you delay it, then how can you be freed from this [situation]?!” The



man said, “Tell me the fifth affair”. Ibraaheem said, “When Az-Zabaaniyah

[i.e. the guards of hell] come on the day of judgement to take you to the

fire, then do not go”. The man said, “Neither will they leave me nor agree to

[leave me]”. Ibraaheem said,  “Then how can you hope for safety?!” The

man  said,  “O  Ibraaheem!  This  admonition  is  enough  for  me!  This

admonition is  enough for  me! This  admonition is  enough for  me. I  seek

Allaah’s Forgiveness and I repent to Him”. (8)

Chief of The Believers - Haaroon Ar-Rasheed 

[may Allaah have mercy upon him]

His  lineage:  Haaroon  Ar-Rasheed  Ibn  Mahdee  Muhammad  Ibn

Mansoor  (Abu  Jafar)  Abdullah  Ibn  Mohammad  Ibn  Ali  Ibn  Abdullah  Ibn

Abbaas Ibn Abdil Muttalib Al-Qurashee Al-Haashimee. He went to several

military expeditions during his father's era and declared a truce between

the Muslims and the Romans. He was given the oath of allegiance as the

Khaleefah after the death of his brother Moosaa Haadee. He was of white

complexion, tall, handsome and with a bulky physique.

Generosity: He used to give a 1000 Dirhams in charity every day. He

used take a hundred scholars and their children whenever he went for Hajj,

And if he was not performing Hajj, he paid for three hundred people to go.

He  used  to  pray  a  hundred  Rak'aat  of  optional  prayer  everyday  unless

something stopped him from doing so.

A  Heart  Attentive  to  Admonition: One  day  Ibn  Sammaak

[rahimahullaah] came when Haaroon [rahimahullaah] asked for water. After

a cup of cold water was brought, he said to Ibn Sammaak, “Admonish me”.

So Ibn Sammaak said to him, “O leader of the believers! How much would

you pay for this drink if you were deprived of it?” He replied, "Half of my

reign”. Ibn Sammaak said to him, “Drink, may it be blessed”. After he drank,

Ibn Sammaak said to him  "If this water was prevented from exiting your



body, then much would you pay for it (to be removed), he said, "The other

half of my reign”. Ibn Sammaak said to him, "Indeed, half of the reign is the

value of little drink of water and the value of the other half is that of urine.

It is befitting that you do not strive and compete against others regarding

it”. Haaroon wept.

Also Ibn Sammaak once said to him, "Indeed, you will die one day,

enter  the  grave  on  your  own  and  will  be  resurrected  (on  the  day  of

judgement),  so  beware  of  your  standing  in  the presence of  Allaah [The

Mighty and Majestic] and in the presence of paradise and hellfire when one

will be restricted and the feet will not move. There will be regret, but no

repentance  will  be  accepted  –  neither  will  a  statement  be  uttered  with

ambiguity nor will wealth be accepted as ransom”. Haaroon began to weep

until his voice could be heard;   then Yahyah Bin Khaalid said,  "O Ibn As-

Sammaak! Indeed, tonight you have brought difficulty on the leader of the

believers”. Haaroon got up and left whilst weeping.

Shu'aib  Bin  Harb  said:  I  saw  Haaroon  Ar-Rasheed  on  a  road  in

Makkah, so I said to myself that indeed it has become obligated on me to

enjoin good and forbid evil.  The thought scared me and I  said that  it  is

inevitable that now he will strike my neck, so I called out him and said, “O

Haaroon! You have exhausted the Ummah and the animals”. He said, "Grab

him". So, I was taken to him and he was moving some metal pebbles within

his hand whilst sitting on a chair. He said to me, "Who are you?" I said, "I am

a man amongst the Muslims". He said, "May your mother be bereaved of

you! Who are you?" I said, "From Al-Anbaar [i.e. a medieval town in central

Iraq]”.  He said,  "What made you call  me by my name?" I  thought about

something which never came to my mind before, then I said to him, "I call

Allaah by His Name Allaah, so should I not call you by your name? Allaah

called the most beloved people to Him by their names, such as "O Aadam",

"O Nooh", "O Hud", "O Saaleh", "O Ibraaheem", "O Moosaa" and "O Eesaa".

And the most hated person to Him, He stated: [ ٍب۬
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two hands of Abu Lahab]. Haaroon said, “Release him. Release him”.



Advise to a man who wanted to speak to him harshly: Once Haaroon

was performing Tawaaf around the kabah, so a man approached him and

said, "O leader of the believers! I want to speak to you harshly". Haaroon

replied, "No, indeed Allaah sent one who was better than you [i.e. Prophet

Moosaa]  to  one  who  was  more  evil  than  me  [i.e.  Firawn],  but  Allaah

commanded him [Moosaa] to speak to him [Fir’awn] gently”.

A Robust Deterrent Against The Proponents of Religious Innovation:

Imaam Fudayl Ibn Iyaad [rahimahullaah],  “The death of none [i.e. in their

era] will not be more difficult on us than the death of Haaroon Ar-Rasheed

[rahimahullaah]  due  to  what  we  fear  regarding  the  events  after  him.

Indeed, I invoke Allaah to increase his lifespan more than mine”. They [i.e.

Ahlus Sunnah] said,  “When Haaroon Ar-Rasheed died, those trials, events

and differing occurred, and the innovated statement that the Qur’aan is

created appeared. So we saw what Fudayl feared”. (9)

When  Ameerul  Mumineen  Haaroon  Ar-Rasheed  [may  Allaah  have

mercy upon him] was about to depart from this world, he said: “O Allaah!

Benefit us with kindness and overlook our wrong doings. O the One Who

will never die! Have mercy on the one who will die”. (9.1)

Bahlool - [may Allaah have mercy upon him]

The Intelligent One Who Was Afflicted With Mental Illness 

Haaroon Ar-Rasheed [rahimahullaah] set out for Hajj and saw Bahlool

[rahimahullaah] -  the insane -  in the middle of the town running, whilst the

children were behind him; so Haaroon said,  ‘Who is this?’ They said,  ‘It is

Bahlool the insane one’. He said, ‘I wanted to see him, so call him without

intimidating him’. They said to Bahlool, ‘Answer the leader of the believers’,

so Haaroon said to him,  ‘O Bahlool!  Peace be upon you’,  he replied,  ‘O

leader of the believers! Peace be upon you’. Haaroon said,  ‘I desired very

much for a long time to meet you’, he said, ‘But I did not have that desire to



meet you’. Haaroon said,  ‘O Bahlool! Give me an admonition’, so he said,

‘With what should I admonish you whilst these are your castles and graves’.

Haaroon said, ‘Increase your admonition, because indeed you have spoken

well’.  He said,  ‘O leader of the believers! The one upon whom Allaah has

bestowed wealth  and  beauty,  so  he  becomes  chaste  in  his  beauty   and

charitable  with  his  wealth,  he  will  be  written  in  the  register  of  the

righteous’. So Haaroon thought that Bahlool wanted something and said to

him,  ‘We have ordered that your debt is paid’. He said,  ‘O leader of the

believers! No, do not pay a debt with another debt, rather fulfil the rights of

the people and eliminate your own debt from yourself’. Haaroon said, ‘We

have been commanded to reward you’. He said, ‘O leader of the believers!

Do you think that Allaah has given you and forgotten me?’ Then he ran

away”. (9.2)

Once after Haaroon Ar-Rasheed [may Allaah have mercy upon him]

performed Hajj, he mentioned Bahlool [may Allaah have mercy upon him]

as soon as he entered kufa and then said,  “Dress him in a black garment,

place a long headwear on his head and make him stay in such and such

place”.  The  people  did  what  Haaroon  ordered  them  and  then  said  to

Bahlool,  “When the  leader  of  the  believers  arrives,  supplicate  for  him”.

When Haaroon came, Bahlool raised his head and said,  “O leader of the

believers! I ask Allaah to grant you provision and increase His favours on

you”, so Haaroon laughed and said,  “Aameen”. When Haaroon went past

him, a person pulled Bahlool and said to him,  “O insane one! Is this what

you supplicate for the leader of the believers?” Bahlool said to him, “Keep

quiet O insane one! There is  nothing more beloved to the leader of the

believers  in  the  Dunyah  than  the  Daraahim  (i.e.  wealth)”.  When  this

statement reached Haaroon, he laughed and said,  “By Allaah! He did not

lie”. (9.3)

Bahlool [may Allaah have mercy upon him] wrote to Al-Waathiq (a)

[may Allaah have mercy upon him]: Indeed, a pretentious person has jested

with  your  religion,  desires  have  surrounded  you,  the  statements  of  the

proponents of religious innovations have deprived you of sound reasoning



and Ibn Abee Du’aad  – the sinister one - has changed the words of your

Lord. Read the statement of Allaah (when he said to Moosaa):
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So take off your shoes, you are in the sacred valley, Tuwa. “And I have

chosen you. So listen to that which is inspired to you. “Verily! I am Allah! La

ilaha illa Ana (none has the right to be worshipped but I), so worship Me,

and  perform As-Salat (Iqamat-as-Salat)  for  My Remembrance.  [Surah  Taa

Haa. Verses 12-14]

So, can this speech be something created? May Allaah send upon you

Sijjeel [stones of backed clay] marked by your Lord and they are not ever far

from the wrong doers.

Then he concluded the letter as follows: From the one who is fearful and is

of low status to the one who opposes the speech of his Lord [The Exalted].

Bahlool [may Allaah have mercy upon him] also wrote to Ibn Abee

Du’aad (b) as follows: Indeed, you have separated Allaah’s Speech from Him

and claim that it is created. If what you have stated is false, then may Allaah

send a calamity upon you. Woe to you! Were you with Allaah when He

spoke to Moosaa? If you reject this, then read the speech of Allaah:
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And other faces, that Day, will  be dust-stained; darkness will  cover

them, such will  be  the disbelievers  and wicked evil  doers.  [Surah Abasa.

Verses 40-42]

Then he ended the letter  as  follows:  From a truthful  and humble



person to a liar and a haughty one. (9.4)

Ref a: NB: Al-Waathiq Ameerul Mumineen [may Allaah have mercy

upon him] was misled by the Mutazilah, especially Ibn Abee Du’aad, but he

repented from the Bidah that the Qur’aan is created before he died. [See

Siyar A’laam An-Nubulaa 10/307]

Ref  b:  Who  was  Ibn  Abee  Du’aad?  Shaikh  Abdul  Waahid  Abu

Khadeejah [may Allaah preserve him] quotes: The author (Al-Barbahaaree)

said: “Ibn  Abee  Du’aad and  Bishr  al-Mireesee ..” These  are  the  two  that

encouraged  the  ruler,  Al-Ma’moon,  to  inflict  punishment  upon  Imaam

Ahmad (rahimahullaah) and upon others from the Scholars so as to extract

from them the saying that the Qur’aan is created. Thumaamah Ibnul-Ashras

[3]  was  from  the  leaders  of  the  people  of  misguidance.  Read  here:

https://www.abukhadeejah.com/imaam-barbahaaree-on-whoever-a-

praises-an-innovator-allaamah-fawzaan-explains/

Read here: 

https://www.abukhadeejah.com/benefits-in-the-manhaj-by-studying-the-

life-and-legacy-of-the-imam-of-ahlus-sunnah-ahmad-ibn-hanbal-161ah-

241ah/

https://www.salafisounds.com/the-life-of-imam-ahmad-bin-hanbal-part-1-

foundations-of-the-sunnah-imam-ahmad-bin-hanbal-3-by-abu-khadeejah/

https://www.salafisounds.com/the-life-of-imam-ahmad-bin-hanbal-part-2-

foundations-of-the-sunnah-imam-ahmad-bin-hanbal-lesson-4-by-abu-

khadeejah/

https://www.salafisounds.com/the-life-of-imam-ahmad-bin-hanbal-part-3-

foundations-of-the-sunnah-imam-ahmad-bin-hanbal-lesson-5-by-abu-

khadeejah/

https://www.abukhadeejah.com/imaam-barbahaaree-on-whoever-a-praises-an-innovator-allaamah-fawzaan-explains/
https://www.abukhadeejah.com/imaam-barbahaaree-on-whoever-a-praises-an-innovator-allaamah-fawzaan-explains/
https://www.salafisounds.com/the-life-of-imam-ahmad-bin-hanbal-part-3-foundations-of-the-sunnah-imam-ahmad-bin-hanbal-lesson-5-by-abu-khadeejah/
https://www.salafisounds.com/the-life-of-imam-ahmad-bin-hanbal-part-3-foundations-of-the-sunnah-imam-ahmad-bin-hanbal-lesson-5-by-abu-khadeejah/
https://www.salafisounds.com/the-life-of-imam-ahmad-bin-hanbal-part-3-foundations-of-the-sunnah-imam-ahmad-bin-hanbal-lesson-5-by-abu-khadeejah/
https://www.salafisounds.com/the-life-of-imam-ahmad-bin-hanbal-part-2-foundations-of-the-sunnah-imam-ahmad-bin-hanbal-lesson-4-by-abu-khadeejah/
https://www.salafisounds.com/the-life-of-imam-ahmad-bin-hanbal-part-2-foundations-of-the-sunnah-imam-ahmad-bin-hanbal-lesson-4-by-abu-khadeejah/
https://www.salafisounds.com/the-life-of-imam-ahmad-bin-hanbal-part-2-foundations-of-the-sunnah-imam-ahmad-bin-hanbal-lesson-4-by-abu-khadeejah/
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Imaam Ash-Shaafi'ee [may Allaah have mercy upon him]

His lineage: Muhammad Bin Idrees Ibn Al-Abbaas Bin Uthmaan Bin

Shaafi Ibn As-Saa'ib Bin Ubaid Bin Abd Yazeed Bin Haashim Ibnul Muttalib

Bin Abdi Manaaf Bin Qusay Bin Kilaab Bin Murrah Bin Ka’b Bin Lu’ay Bin

Ghaalib Al-Qurashee. Saa'ib Bin Ubaid [radiyallaahu-anhu] accepted Islam

on the day of Badr and his son Shaafi Ibn As-Saa'ib [radiyallaahu-anhu] is

one of the junior companions of the Prophet [peace and blessings of Allaah

be upon him].

Brief  Acquaintance  With  His  Path  In  Seeking  Knowledge: Imaam

Ash-Shaafi'ee was very young when his father passed away, so at the age of

two his mother took him to Makkah in order that his lineage is not lost. He

grew up there, completed memorisation of the Qur'aan at the age of seven

and  memorized  the  Muwatta  of  Imaam  Maalik  at  the  age  of  ten.  He

acquired Fiqh from Muslim Bin Khaalid, who acquired Fiqh from Ibn Jurayh,

who acquired Fiqh from Ataa, who acquired Fiqh from Ibn Abbaas, Ibn Az-

Zubayr and other than them amongst a group of the companions, such as

Amr  Bin  Ali,  Ibn  Mas'ood,  Zayd  Bin  Thaabit  and  others  [radiyallaahu-

anhum]. Ash-Shaafi'ee also studied under Imaam Maalik [rahimahullaah].

His Status In The Eyes of The Senior Imaams: Many of the Senior

Imaams  have  praised  him,  such  as  Abdur  Rahmaan  Bin  Mahdee

[rahimahullaah]  who  asked  him  to  write  for  him  a  book  in  the  subject

matter  of  Usool,  so  Ash-shaafi'ee  wrote  it.  Ibn  Mahdee  always  used  to

supplicate for him in prayer and said that Ash-Shaafi’ee was similar to his

teachers,  such  as  Imaam  Maalik  Bin  Anas  and  Qutaybah  Bin  Sa’eed

[rahimahumallaah]. Ibn Maahdee also said, “Ash-Shaafiee is an Imaam”.

Abu Ubayd [rahimahullaah] said, “I have not seen one who is more

eloquent, intelligent and god fearing than Ash-Shaafi'ee”. He has also been

praised  by  numerous  scholars,  such  as  Yahyah  Bin  Aktham  Al-Qaadee,

Ishaaq  Bin  Raahawayh,  Muhammad  Bin  Al-Hasan  and  others

[rahimahumullaah].



His Status In The Eyes of Imaam Ahmad Bin Habnal [rahimahullaah]:

The Messenger [peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him] said:
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Allaah will raise for this Ummah at the end of every hundred years

the one who will revive its religion for it.

Imaam Ahmad [rahimahullaah] used to say,  “Umar Bin Abdil Azeez

[rahimahullaah]  was one of  the revivers  at  the end of  the first  hundred

years and Ash-Shaafiee [rahimahullaah] was one of the revivers at the end

of the second hundred years”. He used to supplicate for Ash-Shaafi’ee in

prayer for nearly 40years.

More Faa’idah On This Hadeeth
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Allaah will raise for this Ummah at the end of every hundred years

the one who will revive its religion for it.
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hundred years]- meaning at the end of every hundred years when there is

little  knowledge  of  the  Islamic  legislation  and  the  authentic  Prophetic

Tradition, whilst ignorance and religious innovation is rife.
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َ
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د XXXَج Sَمْن ي   – One who will revive its religion for it]- meaning a

scholar who is alive and well known. He will clarify the authentic Prophetic

Tradition and distinguish it from the religious innovations. knowledge will

be abundant again and its adherents will be aided, and the proponents of

religious will be overcome and degraded.

This reviver is non else but a scholar who has sound understanding of

the  religious  sciences  that  deal  with  acts  of  worship,  the  underlying

wisdoms of the religion and the texts that deal with beliefs of the heart.

(10)]



Falsely Accused And Arrested: Imaam Ash-Shaafi’ee [rahimahullaah]

was  once  appointed  as  judge  in  Najraan  (Yemen),  then  the  people

stringently began to follow his rulings and gave them precedence, so the

affair  was  distorted  to  Haaroon  Ar-Rasheed  [rahimahullaah]  that  As-

Shaafi’ee was seeking after the Khilaafah. He was then taken to Baghdad in

chains on a mule and he was 30 years old at the time. He was brought in

the presence of Haaroon Ar-Rasheed [rahimahullaah] and a discussion took

place  between  him  and  Muhammad  Bin  Hasan  Ash-Shaybaanee

[rahimahullaah] in the presence of Haaroon. Muhammad Bin Hasan spoke

highly of Ash-Shaafi'ee and thus it  became clear to Haaroon Ar-Rasheed

that Ash-Shaafi'ee was innocent of what they attributed to him.

Adherence  to  The  Sunnah,  His  Stance  Against  Blameworthy  Blind

Following  And  The  Proponents  of  Religious  Innovations:  He  said,  “If  a

hadeeth is reported with an authentic chain from the Messenger of Allaah

[peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him], then establish your speech on

it and abandon my speech, because it is what I would have held, even if you

do not hear it from me”. He also said, “Do not blindly follow me”. “I do not

have speech in the presence of the Messenger's speech”.

He said, “It is better for a man to be put to trial with everything that

Allaah has  forbidden except  Shirk  than looking into theological  rhetoric.

Indeed  I  have  come  across  affairs  from  the  proponents  of  theological

rhetoric that which I never thought I would come across”.

Humility: He said, “I wish that the people acquired this knowledge of

the Sharee'ah and nothing of it is attributed to me”. (11)

One day, Imaam Ash’Shaafi’ee [rahimahullaah] arrived as a guest of

Imaam Ahmad ibn Hanbal [rahimahullaah]. Imaam Ahmad was a student of

Imaam Ash’Shaafi’ee  and  used  to  be  one mentioned with  praise  to  the

family  of  Imaam  Ahmad.  When  Imaam  Ash’Shaafi’ee  came  as  a  guest,

Imaam Ahmad presented supper to him, so he ate all of it and the plate was

returned  empty.  Imaam  Ahmad’s  family  were  amazed  that  Imaam

Ash’Shaafi’ee ate all the food because the sunnah establishes that a person



should eat little based on the hadeeth: ‘’It is enough for the son of Adam to

eat a few mouthfuls to keep him going, but if he must [fill his stomach],

then one third for his food, one third for his drink and one third for air.”

Then  Imaam  Ahmad  went  to  his  family  [i.e.  after  spending  time  with

Shaafi’ee] and Imaam Ash’Shaafi’ee also went to sleep. When the last third

of the night approached, Imaam Ash’Shaafi’ee did not pray Tahajjud. And

when the A’dhaan of Fajr was called, he went out for Salaah without asking

for water to perform ablution.

In the morning, Imaam Ahmad’s family said to him, ‘’How can you say

about Ash’Shaafi’ee what you [usually]  say [i.e.  praise]-  the man ate the

food  and  filled  his  stomach,  slept  and  woke  up  without  performing

ablution?”  So Imaam Ahmad said to his family,  “I will bring you the news

[i.e. the response regarding what you’ve asked]. Imaam Ahmad then asked

Imaam Ash’Shaafi’ee, so Imaam Ash-Shaafi’ee said, “As for the food, I have

not found food that is more lawful than Ahmad’s food, so I wanted to fill my

stomach  with  it.  And  there  is  no  harm  if  a  person  fills  his  stomach

sometimes [i.e. eats to his fill or more than what is sufficient], because the

Messenger  [sallal-laahu-alayhi-wasallam]  said  to  Abu  Hurairah

[radiyallaahu-anhu], ‘’Drink [more of the] milk’’ and he [Abu Hurairah] said,

‘’I cannot find [a space for it in my stomach].’’ As for the fact that I did not

pray Tahajjud, then that is because I was examining something related to

knowledge  [i.e.  to  obtain  a  clear  understanding  of  it]  and  that  is  more

virtuous than Tahajjud. I was examining the Hadeeth in which the prophet

said, ‘’O father of Umair! What did An-Nughair (a kind of bird) do (rhyming

the words  ‘Umair’  and  ‘Nughair’)’’;  and I  derived more than a thousand

beneficial  points from it.  As for  the fact that  I  did not perform ablution

when I went out for Fajr prayer, that is because I did not want to ask for

water and thus place you in difficulty and I was still in a state of ablution

since after  the Ishaa prayer.”  Imaam Ahmad then related -to his  family-

what Imaam Ash’Shaafi’ee said and they were amazed.

Imaam Muhammad Ibn Saaleh Al-Uthaymeen [rahimahullaah] stated

that  the  intent  behind  this  story  is  the  affair  of  examining  affairs  of



knowledge and pondering [i.e.  to obtain a better understanding]. That is

because a person [i.e. one who is qualified to derive benefits from the texts

of the Book and the Sunnah] may derive benefits from a hadeeth based on

what Allaah wills for him to derive, but then another person comes along-

who possesses profundity in Istinbaat [i.e. the ability to derive rulings and

beneficial  points from texts]-  and derives many issues from the hadeeth

that are related to the religion. This is Allaah’s Bounty which He gives to

whomsoever  He  wills.  Therefore,  the  levels  [in  the  path  of  acquiring

knowledge and understanding] are: Firstly, to have knowledge of an affair

[i.e.  to  perceive  the  affair  as  it  is];  then  secondly,  to  acquire  a  [sound]

understanding; then thirdly, to examine the matter and ponder upon it [i.e.

in a manner that is based on the sound principles of the religion], and then

finally to strive and acquire a more precise, more robust and deep-rooted

understanding that exceeds [the third stage]. (11.1)

Imaam Abu Yusuf [may Allaah have mercy upon him]

His Status Amongst The Imaams: Imaam Abu Yoosuf [rahimahullaah]

was  one  of  the  senior  companions  of  Imaam  Abu  Haneefah

[rahimahullaah].  He  narrated  hadeeth  from  Al-A'mash,  Hammaam  Bin

Urwah, Muhammad Bin Ishaaq, Yahyah Bin Sa'eed and other than them

[rahimahumullaah].  And  those  who  narrated  from  him  include  Imaam

Muhammad Ibn Al-Hasan Ash-Shaybaanee, Imaam Ahmad Bin Hanbal and

Imaam Yahyah Bin Ma'een [rahimahumullaah].

Imam Abu Haneefah [rahimahullaah]  said,  “Abu Yusuf  is  the most

knowleagible amongst my companions”.

Al-Muzanee  [rahimahullaah]  said,  “Abu  Yusuf  used  to  seek

knowledge of hadeeth more than us”.

His  Character  and  Adherence  to  The  Religion: Ibn  Al-Madeenee

[rahimahullaah] said,  “Abu Yusuf was a very truthful person (in character



and religious affairs)”.

Ibn Ma'een [rahimahullaah] said,  “He was trustworthy (in religious

affairs and character)”.

His  Aqeedah  And  Stance  Against  Philosophers:  Abu  Zur'ah

[rahimahullaah]  said,  “Abu  Yusuf  was  free  from  the  beliefs  of  the

Jahmiyyah”.

Bash'shaar Al-Khaffaaf [rahimahullaah] said,  “Abu Yusuf used to say,

‘Unlawful is the speech of the one who says that the Qur’aan is created. It is

obligatory to oppose him and it is neither permissible to give him salaams

nor reply to his salaam”.

He also said, “Whoever seeks knowledge through theological rhetoric

will become a heretic”.

Humility: He used to sit in the gatherings of the scholars despite their

different  levels  in  knowledge,  because  he  even  used  to  attend  the

gatherings  of  Imam Ahmad,  who was  a  youth at  the time,  engaging in

discussion and research.

His love for Justice: He said, “I was appointed as judge and I hope that

Allaah will not ask me about oppressing anyone or favouring anyone, except

that one day a man came to me and said that he has an orchard that was in

the possession of Ameerul Mumineen [i.e. the Muslim ruler]. So, I went to

Ameerul Mumineen and made that known to him, but he said, ‘The orchard

is  mine  and  Al-Mahdee  bought  it  for  me’.  I  said,  ‘Would  the  Ameerul

Mumineen allow that  I  bring the person so that  you hear  his  claim?’.  I

brought the man and he claimed that the orchard belongs to him. So, I said

to Ameerul Mumineen, ‘What does the Ameerul Mumineen say?’ He said,

‘It  is  my orchard’.  I  said  to  the  man,  ‘Indeed,  you  have heard  what  his

response is’.  The man said,  ‘Let him swear by Allaah’. I said,  ‘O Ameerul

Mumineen! Will you swear by Allaah?’  He said,  ‘No’. I said,  ‘I will ask you

three times to swear by Allaah, otherwise I will pass judgement on you O

Ameerul Mumineen’. So, I asked him three times to swear by Allaah, but he



refused, so I judged that the orchard is for the claimant. At the end or close

to the end of dispute Imaam Abu Yusuf was not able to sit together with the

man and the Khaleefah, so he decided that the orchard is submitted to the

man”. (12)

Ahmad Bin Aasim Al-Antaakee   –   Abu Ali   

[may Allaah have mercy upon him]

He was well known for his fine admonitions to the people. He was a

man who kept away from the extra permissible things of the worldly life

and  was  a  devout  worshipper.  He  has  some  good  speech  regarding

abstinence and how to deal with the (feelings, desires and urges) of one's

heart.  He  narrated  hadeeth  from  Abu  Mu'aawiyah  Ad-Dareer

[rahimahullaah]  and those at  his  level.  He said,  “If  you want  to achieve

rectification for  your  heart,  then  seek  the  aid  of  Allaah  to  protect  your

limbs”.

He said, “One of the bounties is that to rectify affairs during what is

left in your lifespan so that you are forgiven what has already elapsed”.

He  said,  “Whoever  knows  Allaah  more  [i.e.  truly  knows  Allaah's

Lordship and His Names and Attributes], then he will fear Allaah more than

others”.

He said, “The best companion in your worldly life is the one who cut

you  off  from  the  worldly  life  (excessive  or  sinful)  engagement  with  the

worldly life and connects you to the affairs of the Afterlife”. (13)

Bishr Ibn Al-Haarith [may Allaah have mercy upon him]

Bishr  Ibn  Al-Haarith  Bin  Abdir  Rahmaan  Bin  Ataa  Bin  Hilaal  Bin

Maahaan  Bin  Abdillaah  Al-Marwazee.  He  was  well  known  as  one  who

abstained  from  the  extra  permissible  things  of  the  worldly  life.  His

grandfather  Abdullaah  accepted  Islaam  through  Ali  Bin  Abee  Taalib



[radiyallaahu anhu].

Learning: Bishr [rahimahullaah] learnt a lot from Imaam Hammaad

Bin  Zayd  [rahimahullaah],  Imaam  Abdullaah  Ibnul  Mubaarak

[rahimahullaah],  Imaam  Ibn  Mahdee  [rahimahullaah],  Imaam  Maalik

[rahimahullaah], Imaam AbuBakr Bin Ayyaash [rahimahullaah] and others.

Thereafter,  he  busied  himself  with  worship,  isolated  himself  from  the

people and stopped narrating.

The Imaams Who Praised Him: Many of the Imaams of the Sunnah

praised  him  due  to  his  devotion  in  worship,  abstinence  from  the  extra

permissible  things  of  the worldly  life  and  fear  of  Allaah.  Imaam Ahmad

[rahimahullaah] said when Bishr's death reached him, “None was like Bishr

[rahimahullaah],  except  Aamir  Bin  Abdi  Qays  [rahimahullaah].  His  affair

would have been perfected if he got married”.

Ibraaheem  ar-Harbee  [rahimahullaah]  said,  “There  was  none  in

Badhdaad who was more sensible  and restrained his  tongue more than

Bishr Al-Haafee”.

Reflection: When he came home one night, he placed one of his feet

inside his house and the other outside, then he remained in this state until

morning. Then he was asked,  “How much have you reflected during the

night?” He said,  “I reflected upon the Christian Bishr, the Jewish Bishr and

the Zoroastrian Bishr, and I am also called Bishr; then I said to myself, ‘What

is  it  that  gave me precedence for  Allaah’s  favour  and thus  He gave me

Islaam? I reflected upon Allaah's favour and His mercy because He guided

me to Islam, included me amongst those He specified for it [i.e. because

there are other people called Bishr but they are not Muslims] and clothed

me with the clothes of His beloved servants’”.

One day he knocked at  the door  of  someone,  so  a  young female

servant  said,  “Who  is  it?” He  said,  “Bishr  Al-Haafee  (i.e.  Bishr  the

barefooted)”. The girl  said,  “If  only you bought shoes for a Durham, the

word Haafee would have disappear from us”.



Al-Khateeb Al-Bagdaadi [rahimahullaah] stated that Bishr had three

sisters and all of them were devout worshippers like him and even more

god fearing. (13.1)

Salafus Taalih - 

The Unrighteous(Corrupt) Predecessors 

Al-Ja'd Bin Dirham 

He was originally from Khurasan and the first person

to say that the Qur'aan is created. He took this Bidah from

Bayaan Bin Sam'aan, who took it from Taaloot the son of

the sister of Labeed Bin A’sam, and Taaloot took it from

Labeed  Bin  Asam  -  the  Yahoohi  magician  who  casted  a

magic spell on Allaah's Messenger [peace and blessings of

Allaah be upon him].  Then Al-Jahm Bin Safwaan took this

Bidah   from  Ja'd  Bin  Dirham,  Bishr  Al-Mareesee  took  it

from Al-Jahm and Ahmad Bin Abee Du'aad took it  from

Bishr. Al-Jahm was executed at Asbahaan and it also said

that  he  was  executed  at  Marw  by  Salaam  Bin  Ahwaz

[rahimahullaah] who was a governor.

As for Al-Ja'd Bin Dirham, he stayed in Damascus until

he manifested his  belief  that  the Qur'aan is  created,  so

Banu Umayyah pursued him and he fled to Kufa; then Al-



Jahm Bin Safwaan met him there and blindly followed him.

Then Khaalid Al-Qasree executed Al-Ja'd Bin Dirham on the

day of Eedul Adhaa at Kufa,  and that was when Khaalid

delivered  the  Khutbah  and  said,  “O  people!  Offer  your

sacrifice and may Allaah accept your sacrifice, for indeed I

am  going  to  slaughter  Al-Ja'd  Bin  Dirham  because  he

claims that Allaah did not take Ibraaheem [peace be upon

him] as  a  close  friend and that  Allaah did  not  speak to

Moosaa [peace be upon him]- Exalted is Allaah and free is

He from what Al-Ja'd has stated”. Then Khaalid step down

from the pulpit and slaughtered him.

Many of  the hadeeth scholars,  including Imaam Al-

Bukhaari, Ibn Abee Haatim and Abdullah Bin Ahmad have

mentioned this incident, and Ibn Asaakir also mentioned it

and  that  Al-Ja'd  used  to  ask  Wahb  Bin  Munabbih

[rahimahullaah]  about  Allaah's  Attributes,  so  one  day

Wahb said to him, “Woe to you O Ja'd! Limit asking about

this, because indeed I think that you are one of those who

are destroyed. If Allaah did not inform us in His Book that

He has two hands,  two eyes,  hearing,  a self,  knowledge

and  that  He  speaks-[Wahb  also  mentioned  other

Attributes], we would not have said it. However, Al-Ja'd did

not remain for long and was executed. (14)

Read  Articles:  Affirmation  of  Two  Hands  for  Allah  —by



Imām Abu Ismā’īl Al-Harawi (died 481H)

https://www.abukhadeejah.com/ch-21-two-hands-for-

allah-harawi-40-hadith/

Chapter 20: Affirmation of Hearing and Sight for Allāh, the Most High—by

Abu Ismā’īl Al-Harawee (died 481H)

https://www.abukhadeejah.com/chapter-20-hearing-and-sight-for-allah-by-

al-harawee/

Chapter 19: Affirmation of Two Eyes for Allāh, the Most High  — By Abu

Ismā’īl Al-Harawee (died 481H)

https://www.abukhadeejah.com/chapter-19-two-eyes-for-allah-al-

harawee/

Allāh is an [Existing] “Thing ء Ð
َ Ñيَش” and a “Being ص

ْ
خ

َ
and affirmation of the ”ش

“Self نفس” for Him: Abu Ismaa`eel Al-Harawee (d. 481H)

https://www.abukhadeejah.com/chapters-8-9-and-10-allah-is-an-existing-

thing-%D8%B4%D9%8E%D9%8A%D8%A1-and-a-being-%D8%B4%D9%8E

%D8%AE%D9%92%D8%B5-and-affirmation-of-the-self-

%D9%86%D9%81%D8%B3-for-him-abu-ismaaeel/

Bishr Bin Ghiyaath Al-Mareesee

Bishr  Bin  Ghiyaath  Bin  Abee  Kareemah  Abu  Abdir  Rahmaan  Al-

Mareesee Al-Mutakallim - the Shaikh of the Mutazilah. He was one of those

who misguided the Khilaafah Al-Ma'moon and the first thing he used to do

is look at an affair that will bring about trial and tribulation. His father was a

Jewish dyer in Kufa. He first acquire knowledge from Imaam Abu Yusuf Al-

Qaadhee [rahimahullaah] and narrated hadeeth from him. He also narrated

hadeeth  from  Hammad  Bin  Salamah,  Sufyaan  Ath-Thawree  and  others

https://www.abukhadeejah.com/ch-21-two-hands-for-allah-harawi-40-hadith/
https://www.abukhadeejah.com/ch-21-two-hands-for-allah-harawi-40-hadith/
https://www.abukhadeejah.com/chapters-8-9-and-10-allah-is-an-existing-thing-%D8%B4%D9%8E%D9%8A%D8%A1-and-a-being-%D8%B4%D9%8E%D8%AE%D9%92%D8%B5-and-affirmation-of-the-self-%D9%86%D9%81%D8%B3-for-him-abu-ismaaeel/
https://www.abukhadeejah.com/chapters-8-9-and-10-allah-is-an-existing-thing-%D8%B4%D9%8E%D9%8A%D8%A1-and-a-being-%D8%B4%D9%8E%D8%AE%D9%92%D8%B5-and-affirmation-of-the-self-%D9%86%D9%81%D8%B3-for-him-abu-ismaaeel/
https://www.abukhadeejah.com/chapters-8-9-and-10-allah-is-an-existing-thing-%D8%B4%D9%8E%D9%8A%D8%A1-and-a-being-%D8%B4%D9%8E%D8%AE%D9%92%D8%B5-and-affirmation-of-the-self-%D9%86%D9%81%D8%B3-for-him-abu-ismaaeel/
https://www.abukhadeejah.com/chapter-19-two-eyes-for-allah-al-harawee/
https://www.abukhadeejah.com/chapter-19-two-eyes-for-allah-al-harawee/
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[rahimahumullaah],  then  he  was  overwhelmed  by  theological  rhetoric.

Imam  Ash-Shaafi'ee  [rahimahullaah]  did  advise  him  to  refrain  from

theological rhetoric but he did not accept the advice. Imaam Ash-Shaafi'ee

said: “It is better for a man to be put to trial with everything that Allaah has

forbidden except Shirk than looking into theological rhetoric. Indeed I have

come across affairs from the proponents of theological rhetoric that which I

never  thought  I  would  come  across”.  He  first  met  Bishr  after  entering

Baghdaad at a time in which Bishr revived his speech that the Qur'aan is

created and some evil speech was transmitted from him. Bishr was also a

Murji and the Mareesiyyah sect amongst the Murji'ah are ascribed to him.

(15)

Read more about Bishr  Al-Mareesee’s  followers amongst  the Murji’ah in

Majmoo Al-Fataawaa Vol 4. Pages 299 onwards

Read here: Refutation Against Bishr Al-Mareesee By Imaam Ad-Daarimee

[rahimahullaah]: 

https://salaficentre.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/bishr4.pdf

The Different Factions of The Murji'ah: 

https://www.salafisounds.com/the-various-factions-of-the-murjiah-and-

their-differences-sharhus-sunnah-lesson-by-abu-khadeejah/

The  Errors  of  the  Murji'ah:  -  Establishing  That  Eemaan  Is  Tasdeeq  and

Inqiyaad: 

http://www.sayyidqutb.com/articles/maenk-the-errors-of-the-murjiah-part-

1.cfm

http://www.sayyidqutb.com/articles/fahkv-the-errors-of-the-murjiah-part-

2---mere-belief-tasdeeq-and-knowledge-ilm-do-not-constitute-the-whole-

of-eemaan.cfm

Read here: What Happened When Bishr Al-Mareesee Died?

https://www.abukhadeejah.com/the-salaf-would-not-attend-the-funerals-

https://www.abukhadeejah.com/the-salaf-would-not-attend-the-funerals-of-the-innovators-let-alone-sit-with-them-on-public-stages/
http://www.sayyidqutb.com/articles/fahkv-the-errors-of-the-murjiah-part-2---mere-belief-tasdeeq-and-knowledge-ilm-do-not-constitute-the-whole-of-eemaan.cfm
http://www.sayyidqutb.com/articles/fahkv-the-errors-of-the-murjiah-part-2---mere-belief-tasdeeq-and-knowledge-ilm-do-not-constitute-the-whole-of-eemaan.cfm
http://www.sayyidqutb.com/articles/fahkv-the-errors-of-the-murjiah-part-2---mere-belief-tasdeeq-and-knowledge-ilm-do-not-constitute-the-whole-of-eemaan.cfm
http://www.sayyidqutb.com/articles/maenk-the-errors-of-the-murjiah-part-1.cfm
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https://www.salafisounds.com/the-various-factions-of-the-murjiah-and-their-differences-sharhus-sunnah-lesson-by-abu-khadeejah/
https://salaficentre.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/bishr4.pdf


of-the-innovators-let-alone-sit-with-them-on-public-stages/

Al-Husayn ibn Mansoor Al-Hallaaj

He  is  Al-Husayn  Ibn  Mansoor  Al-Hallaaj  -  Abu  Mugheeth  or  Abu

Abdillaah.  His  grandfather  was  a  fire  worshipper  from  Persia. He  was

brought up in  Waasit  and it  also said that he was brought in  Tastar.  He

entered Baghdad and then Makkah. He stayed in the middle surroundings

of Masjid Al-Haraam whilst exposed to both the heat and cold. He stayed

there for many years – without a roof over his head - at different times, ate

little morsels of food and drank little water - at breakfast time - for a whole

year due to a desire to practice self-restrain and exerting himself in worship,

and he used to sit on a rock under the severe heat at the mountain of Abu

Qubays.

He accompanied some of the leaders of the Soofees such as Junaid

Bin Muhammad, Amr Bin Uthmaan Al-Makkee and Abul Husayn An-Nooree.

Al-Khateeb Al-Baghdaadee  said, “The Soofiyyah differ regarding Al Hallaaj -

many of them said that he was not from them and that he is not to be

attributed to their path as well as those before him such as Abul Abbaas Bin

Ataa  Al-Baghdaadee,  Muhammad  Bin  Khafeef  Az-Sheeraazee  and

Ibraaheem  Bin  Muhammad  An-Nasraabaadhee  An-Naysaabooree,  who

declared Al-Hallaaj to be upon the correct path and recorded his speech to

the extent that Ibn Khafeef said, ‘Al-Husayn Bin Mansoor [i.e. Al-Hajjaaj] is

an erudite scholar’”. Abu Abdir Rahmaan As-Sulamee - and his name was

Muhammad Ibnul Husayn - said, “I heard Ibraaheem Ibn Muhammad An-

Nasraabaadhee  reporting  something  from  Al-Hallaaj  about  the  soul  and

then  said  to  the  one  who  rebuked  him,  ‘If  there  is  anyone  -  after  the

Prophets and the truthful ones - who is a monotheist, then that would be

Al-Hallaaj’”. Abu  Abdir  Rahmaan  said,  “I  heard  Mansoor  Bin  Abdillaah

saying, ‘I heard Shiblee saying, ‘Al-Husayn Bin Mansoor (i.e. Al-Hallaaj) and I

are  the  same  thing,  except  that  he  manifested  himself  but  I  concealed

https://www.abukhadeejah.com/the-salaf-would-not-attend-the-funerals-of-the-innovators-let-alone-sit-with-them-on-public-stages/


myself’”.

Al-Khateeb Al-Baghdadee said, “Those who negated that Al-Hallaaj is

not one of the soofees attributed magic to his deeds and that his beliefs are

that of heretics”.

Al-Hallaaj's  statements  conveyed  Hulool  (a) and  he  has  poems

related to  Soofiyyah.  The people have not  ceased -  since Al-Hallaaj  was

executed - to differ regarding his affair, but as for the rightly guided jurists,

the Imaams and scholars, they all agreed that he deserved to be executed

by the ruler and that he was a ridiculous and   hidden disbeliever,  and a

magician. This is also what the majority of the early Soofees said about him.

However,  amongst  the  Soofees  there  is  a  group  -  as  we  have

mentioned- who beautify his affair, deceived by his outward appearance,

unable to grasp his true reality and the true reality of his speech, because in

the beginning he devoted himself in worship, but neither did he possess

sound knowledge nor was his affair founded on the sound legislated divine

path through which a person can attain the pleasure of Allaah and fear of

Allaah.  This  is  why  Al-Hallaaj  caused  more  corruption  than  rectification.

Imaam  Sufyaan  Bin  Uyaynah  [rahimahullaah]  said,  “Those  who  become

corrupt amongst our scholars have some resemblance to the Yahood and

those  who  become  corrupt  amongst  the  worshippers  have  some

resemblance to the Nasaaraa”, and this is why Al-Hallaaj entered into the

affair  of  Hulool  and  Ittihaad  (b) and  thus  he  became  of  the  people  of

corruption and deviation.

His circumstances changed and he roamed about in different lands

and manifested to the people that he is one of the callers to the path of

Allaah. It has been authentically reported that he entered India and learnt

magic, then he said, “I call to the path of Allaah through it”. The people of

India used to communicate with him and referred to him as the one who

delivers  people  from  hardship;  the  people  of  Khurasan  used  to

communicate with him and referred to him as the distinguished one; the

people  of  Persia  referred  to  him  as  Abu  Abdillaah  the  one  known  for



abstaining  from  the  pleasures  of  the  worldly  life,  and  the  people  of

Khuzestan referred to him as Abu Abdillaah – the mysteries (or secrets) and

the one who abstains from the pleasures of the worldly life.

Al-Khateeb Al-Baghdaadee [rahimahullaah] reported with his chain of

transmission that Al-Hallaaj said,  “The knowledge of the early and latter

generations goes back to four statements: loving what is  lofty (sublime),

having  hatred  for  what  is  lowly,  following  the  revelation  and  fear  of

deviating”. Indeed Al-Hallaaj slipped from the last two affairs [i.e. hatred for

what is lowly and following the revelation], because neither did he follow

the revelation nor did he remain upon steadfastness, rather he was diverted

from  it  and  then  deviated  towards  Bidah  [innovations  in  religion]  and

misguidance.

Abdur  Rahmaan  As-Sulamee  reported  from  Amr  Bin  Uthmaan  Al-

Makkee who said,  “One day I  was walking with Al-Hallaaj  in  one of  the

alleyways of Makkah whilst reciting Qur'aan, so Hallaaj heard my recitation

and said, ‘I say something similar to this’, so I abandoned him.

Al-Khateeb Al-Baghdaadee [rahimahullaah] said, “Mas'ood Bin Naasir

narrated to  me that  Ibn Baakoor  Az-Sheeraazee said  that  he heard Abu

Zur'ah At-Tabaree saying,  ‘The affair  of  Husayn Bin  Mansoor  Al-Hallaaj  -

amongst the people- is that some have accepted and some have rejected,

but I have heard Muhammad Bin Yahyah Ar-Raazee saying, ‘I heard Amr Bin

Uthmaan cursing Hallaaj and then said, ‘I would have killed him with my

hands if I was able [i.e. if allowed by the law]’, so I said to him, ‘What did

find with the Shaikh?’ He said, ‘I read an Aayah from the Book of Allaah, so

he  [Al-Hallaaj]  said,  ‘I  may  be  able  to  come  up  with  the  likes  of  this

statement and make a statement it’”.

Abu Zur'ah At-Tabaree said, “I heard Abu Yaqoob Al-Aqta saying, ‘I

gave my daughter in marriage to Al-Husayn Al-Hallaaj due to what I  saw

that he was following the right path and is one who strives in worship, but it

became clear to me - after a short time - that he is a magician, trickster and

a wicked disbeliever’”. This marriage took place in Makkah and the wife was



Umm Husayn Bint Abee Yaqoob Al-Aqta. She bore a son for Al-Hallaaj, who

was called Ahmad Ibn Al-Husayn Bin Mansoor.

Abul Qaasim Al-Qushayree mentioned in his treatise in the chapter:

Safeguarding  the  hearts  of  the  Mashaayikh  that  one  day  Amr  and  Ibn

Uthmaan  went  to  Al-Hallaaj  at  Makkah  and  they  found  him  writing

something on sheets of papers, so Amr said to him, “What is this?” He said

that he was contending with the Qur'aan. Amr said, “After this incident, I

supplicated  against  him  and  he  was  never  successful  thereafter.  I  also

rebuked Abu Yaqoob Al-Aqta because he gave his daughter in marriage to

Al-Hallaaj”.

Amr Bin Uthmaan wrote many letters (or books) in which he cursed

Al-Hallaaj  and  warned  the  people  against  him,  and  sent  the  letters  (or

books) to various regions. Then Al-Hallaaf wandered in the lands - going

right and left- and began to show that he is a caller to the path of Allaah and

utilised various types of tricks. He continued doing so until Allaah brought

punishment  upon  him  –  the  punishment  that  is  never  averted  from  a

people who are criminals, so he was executed with the sword of the Islamic

legislation  which  does  not  land  except  between  the  shoulders  of  the

heretics. He wanted to oppose the Qur'aan in the land of the sacred house

where Jibreel  conveyed the Qur'aan, and indeed Allaah said,  ِفيXXXXXِه] 
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to do wrong (i.e. practise polytheism and leave Islamic Monotheism), him
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And  there  is  no  evil  greater  than  Al-Hallaaj's  deed.  Indeed  Al-Hallaaj
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 And when Our Verses (of the Qur’an) are recited to them, they say:

“We have heard this (the Qur’an); if we wish we can say the like of this. This

is nothing but the tales of the ancients.” [Surah Al-Anfaal. Aayah 31] (15)



The Tricks of Al-Hallaaj

Al-Khateeb  Al-Bagdaadee  [rahimahullaah]  reported  that  Al-Hallaaj

commanded one of his close companions to go to one of the mountainous

lands and instructed him as follows: “Manifest to the people your devotion

in worship, righteousness and abstinence. After they incline towards you,

love you and believe in  you tell  them that you have been afflicted with

blindness,  and  after  some  time  make  it  known  to  them  that  you  are

crippled. If they hasten to give you treatment, say to them, ‘O good people!

I  will  not  be benefited  by  anything  you do’.  Then after  some time,  you

should tell them that you have seen Allaah's Messenger [sallal laahu alayhi

wasallam] -in a dream -  saying to you, ‘Indeed, you cannot be cured except

at the hands of a Qutb (1) and he will come to you on such and such day,

and on such and such month, and his description is such and such’,  and

then I [i.e. Al-Hallaaj] will come to you at that appointed time’”.

The Plan Executed

So,  the  man  [i.e.  Al-Hallaaj’s  accomplice]  went  to  that  land  and

resided there. He performed out acts of worship, manifested righteousness

and engaged in recitation of the Qur'an. After staying there for some time,

the people believed in him and loved him, so he made known to them that

he is  afflicted with blindness. Then after some time, he made known to

them that he has been suffering from inveterate sickness, so they hastened

to do whatever  they  could  to  find a  cure  for  him,  but  could  not  find a

solution. He said to them, “O good people! What you are doing has not

resulted in anything and indeed I have seen Allaah’s Messenger [sallal laahu

alayhi wasallam] in a dream and he said to me, ‘Indeed, your wellbeing and

cure is only in the hands of a Qutb and he will be coming to you on such

and such day, and in such and such month’”. So, the people began taking

him to the Masjid and honouring him because of the appointed time he has

spoken about regarding the arrival of the Qutb. Then after sometime, Al-

Hallaaj entered the land discreetly with a white woollen garment. He went

to the Masjid and stayed in a specific place, engaged in worship and did not



pay  attention  to  anyone.  The  people  recognised  him  based  on  the

description given to them by the person (who is  feigning ill  health – Al-

Hallaaj  accomplice),  so  they  approached  him,  greeted  him  and  started

stroking him (i.e. gently as a sign of admiration, respect etc). Then when the

appointed time arrived [i.e. the time mentioned to them about the arrival

of  the  Qutb  (Al-Hallaaj  the  fraudster)],  the  people  informed  the  one

(feigning illness) about the man in the Masjid, so he said to them, “Describe

the person”, and after they described the man (i.e. Al-Hallaaj), he said to

them, “That was the person about whom I was informed - in my dream -

that my cure is in his hands. Take me to him”. They took him and placed him

in  front  of  the  man  (i.e.  Al-Hallaaj),  so  he  said,  “O  Abu  Abdillaah  (i.e.

addressing  Al-Hallaaj)!  I  saw  Allaah’s  Messenger  [sallall  laahu  alayhi

wasallam] in a dream…and then he narrated his dream.  Al-Hallaaj raised his

hands and supplicated, then he spittle on his palms and rubbed them on

the man's face and both eyes opened as if they were never blind. Then he

took some of the spittle and rubbed it on the man's legs and thus the man

stood up and walked - in the presence of the people, the rulers of that land

and  the  nobles-  as  if  nothing  happened  to  him.  The  people  exclaimed

“Allaah is the Greatest! Glorified be Allaah!” They exalted Al-Hallaaj with an

exaltation that increased the falsehood he manifested to them.

The Plan Finalised

Al-Hallaaj stayed with them for some and they honoured and exalted

him. When he wanted to depart, he wanted them to gather a lot of wealth

for him, so he said, “As for me, I have no need of the worldly things, rather

we have reached this level [i.e. of piety] through abandoning the worldly

things,  but  it  may  be  that  this  companion  of  yours  [i.e.  Al-Hallaaj’s

accomplice] has brothers and companions amongst  the Abdaal, who are

striving in the path of Allaah at Tartus, performing pilgrimage and giving in

charity, and they are in need of what aids them to traverse this path”. Then

the man who was in a state of chronic illness and was now cured [i.e. Al-

Hallaaj’s accomplice] said to the people, “The Shaikh has spoken the truth.

Indeed, Allaah gave me back my eyesight and blessed me with wellbeing so



that I can spend the rest of my life to exert myself in the path of Allaah and

perform hajj together with our righteous Abdaal brothers”. So, he urged the

people to give wealth.  Al-Hallaaj  departed and the man stayed with the

people until they gathered a lot of wealth, including gold and silver. After

they gathered the wealth, he gave them a farewell speech and departed,

then he goes to Al-Hallaaj and they shared the wealth.

Imaam Ibn Katheer [rahimahullaah] reports an incident regarding a

man who witnessed Al-Hallaaj’s tricks: The witness stated, “I used to hear

that Al-Hallaaj have miracles and I wished to experience it. So I approached

and greeted him, so he said to me, ‘Do you desire something this hour?’ I

said, ‘I desire fresh fish’. So, he entered his house and was absent for an

hour, then he came out to me with a fish that was grasping for air and his

two feet were soiled with mud. He said to me, ‘I supplicated to Allaah and

He commanded me go to the river bed to bring you this fish. I went into the

surrounding area and this mud is from there’. I said, ‘You can take me in

your house if you wish so that I can have a look in order to strengthen my

certainty. I will believe in you unless something else becomes apparent to

me’. He said, ‘Enter’. I entered, then he locked the door, sat down and put

on an act. I went around the house, but could not find access to anything

else other than it, so I was perplexed by his affair. I looked and there was a

barrier (or covering), so I shook it and it gave way, and there was a door that

gave access. I entered and it led me to an enormous orchard with all types

of fresh fruits and many things to eat. There was a big pond with numerous

fish - large and small, so I entered into it and took one fish from it and my

feet got soiled with mud just as what happened to his feet. Then I went to

the door and said, ‘Open the door I believe you’, but when he saw me in the

same state he was [i.e. my feet soiled with mud], he rush and ran behind

me to murder me, so I hit him in the face with the fish and said to him, ‘O

enemy of Allaah! You have exhausted me today’. After escaping from him, I

met him some days thereafter, so he smiled at me and said, ‘Do not spread

it. I have not seen anyone otherwise I would have sent someone to murder

you on your bed’. So, I knew that he will murder me if I reveal what I knew



about him and I did not speak about it until he was crucified’”. (16)

A Clarification Regarding The Khawaariq [Phenomena attributed to

something beyond what is normal or what usually happens] and The

Trickers- By Shaikhul Islaam Ibn Taymiyyah [rahimahullaah]

The Khawaariq by way of which the devils misguide the children of

Aadam –  such as when the devils take the image of a person who is absent

or has passed away and what is similar to this – has misguided many of

those  who  ascribe  themselves  to  the  Muslims  or  to  the  people  of  the

Scripture.  They base this  on two affairs:  First,  that  whoever from whom

these  khawaariq  occurs  is  a  Wali,  and  according  to  the  term  of  the

Christians he is  a Qadees A’dheem – a great  saint! Second, that  the one

from whom these khawaariq occurs is  therefore infallible-  everything he

narrates is truth and everything he commands is justice”.

However, it can definitely be the case that neither did a phenomena

outside the norm – whether unrelated or related to sound knowledge and

piety – occur from such a person nor a phenomena outside the normal

related to deeds of the devils;  rather the person merely carried out the

tricks  of  the liars  and wicked sinners.  The tricks  of  the liars  and wicked

sinners are numerous indeed, so one thinks that they are amazing affairs

outside the norm,  however  neither  is  that  the  case  nor  is  it  something

similar  to  the  tricks  of  the  monks.  Some  people  have  written  books

regarding the tricks of the monks, such as the trick reported about one of

them changing water into oil-  that when the oil  is  in the interior of the

lighthouse, the water gradually reduces and thus the oil floats [or pops up]

on the water, so those who are present think that the water has changed

into  oil.  The  likes  of  this  affair  are  numerous  from  the  tricks  of  those

Christians, because all that those Christians possess – those who altered the

religion of the Messiah [peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him] – of

activities that are attributed to something out of the norm are either from

the devils  or  they are tricks,  and there’s nothing in them related to the

miracles of the righteous people.



Likewise, the people of deviation- those who seek to alter the religion

of Muhammad – adopt a religion that is not  legislated by Allaah and His

Messenger, then they make it a path of worship and give it precedence over

the path that is legislated by Allaah and His Messenger. For example, they

give precedence to listening to sounds from the tambourines and the shrill

flutes over listening to the book of Allaah, so one of them goes into a state

of ecstasy and a satanic trance through which he becomes muddled up with

shaytaan until he speaks in a language he does not know. Then when he

returns to his senses – just as when a jinn speaks through the tongue of the

one who is possessed and after informing the people of that which is in his

heart and soul, which is from the Shaytaan, and the shaytaan leaves him -,

he cannot repeat what he said at first.

The heretics alter the religion of the Messengers –  either the religion

of the Messiah or seek to alter the religion of Muhammad, and amongst the

likes of such people are the proponents heretical beliefs, misguidance, the

disbelievers, the polytheists, apostates and other than them, such as the

likes of Musaylimah the liar, Al-Aswad Al-Unzee, Al-Haarith Ad-Dimashqee,

Baabaa  Roomee  and  other  than  them  amongst  those  who  engaged  in

activities  that  are  considered  to  be  outside  the  norm  [i.e.  so  called

miracles] but [in reality] are related to the deeds of the devils.

As for the tricksters, they are numerous and they are not Awliyaa of

Allaah, rather their so called amazing activities that are outside the norm, if

not related to the satanic deeds of the soothsayers and the magicians, then

they are tricks. They deliberately lie and deceive unlike those connected to

the devils, because amongst them is he who deceives, so one thinks that

what he does is from the miracles of the righteous people, just as amongst

them is one who knows that what he does is from the devils, but he does so

in order to achieve his goals.

The intent behind this discussion is that many of the activities that

are considered to be outside of the norm [i.e. so called miracles] are either

satanic deeds or tricks, so one thinks that they are the true miracles of the



righteous people, for indeed that which whose cause is based on Shirk and

wicked deeds can only be from the devils, such as when a person associates

partners with Allaah by invoking the stars,  or invokes a person- whether

such a person is dead or absent, or he makes an oath through unknown

words and statements whose meanings are not known, or he knows that

they  are  names  of  devils,  or  seeks  aid  through  lewd  conduct  and

oppression, then such deeds – considered to be outside of the norm that

emanates from this – are from the devils.

The righteous people have miracles such as the miracles of the pious

people of this Ummah [may Allaah have mercy upon them], the miracles of

the disciples of the Messiah [may the peace and blessings of Allaah be upon

the Messiah, and may Allaah have mercy upon the disciples] and other than

them amongst those who were upon the correct and unaltered religion of

the  Messiah.  However,  the  occurrence  of  miracles  at  the  hands  of  the

righteous  people  does  not  necessitate  that  they  are  infallible  like  the

Prophets [peace and blessings of Allaah be upon them]; rather it maybe

that a righteous man- a Wali – has miracles, but despite this he mixes up by

error and makes a mistake in that which he thinks or what he is made to

hear or see, or what he sees, or what he understands from the revealed

Scrippure.  And because of  this,  the statements  of  those other  than the

Prophets  [peace  and  blessings  of  Allaah  be  upon  them]  can  either  be

accepted  or  rejected  [i.e.  based  on  evidence],  but  as  for  the  Prophets

[peace and blessings of Allaah be upon them], it is obligated on a person to

affirm truthfully everything they have related regarding the affairs of the

unseen and obey them in everything they command. And due to this, Allaah

[The Exalted] obligated on a person to believe in everything the Prophets

[peace and blessings of Allaah be upon them] brought and did not obligate

on a person to believe in everything that comes from others. Allaah [The

Exalted] said:
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Say (O Muslims),  “We believe in Allah and that which has been sent

down to  us  and that  which has  been sent  down to Ibrahim (Abraham),

Isma’il  (Ishmael),  Ishaque  (Isaac),  Ya’qub  (Jacob),  and  to Al-Asbat [the

twelve sons of  Ya’qub (Jacob)],  and that  which has been given to Musa

(Moses) and  ‘Iesa (Jesus), and that which has been given to the Prophets

from their Lord. We make no distinction between any of them, and to Him

we have submitted (in Islam).” [Surah Al-Baqarah. Aayah 136]

Allaah [The Exalted] said:

ِخِر
َ ۡ
َيۡوِم ٱُأل

ۡ
ِ َوٱل

a
َّ َمۡن َءاَمَن ِبٱهَّلل

ِÅرَت
ۡ
ِكنَّ ٱل ـٰ sِرِب َول

ۡ
َمغ

ۡ
ِق َوٱل ِ

ۡ Ñَمرۡش
ۡ
ۡم ِقَبَل ٱل

ُ
ك

َ
وه Sج Sو 

p
وا

ُّ
َول

S
ن ت

s
َّ ْأ

ِÅرَت
ۡ
ۡيَس ٱل

a
ل

َن ـۧ ِبيِّ
َّ
ِب َوٱلن ـٰ ِكتَ

ۡ
ِة َوٱل

s
ڪ ٮِٕ

ـٰٓ sَمل
ۡ
َوٱل

It  is  not Al-Birr (piety,  righteousness,  and  each  and  every  act  of

obedience to Allah, etc.) that you turn your faces towards east and (or) west

(in prayers); but Al-Birr is (the quality of) the one who believes in Allah, the

Last Day, the Angels,  the Book, the Prophets. [Suraah Al-Baqarah.  Aayah

177]

And because of this the Muslims are all in agreement that the one

who disbelieved in a single Prophet whose Prophethood is well known, then

he  is  a  disbeliever-  an  apostate.  There  is  no  distinction  between  one

Prophet from the other- by believing in some and disbelieving in others.

Allaah said:
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Verily, those who disbelieve in Allah and His Messengers and wish to

make distinction between Allah and His Messengers (by believing in Allah

and disbelieving in His Messengers) saying, “We believe in some but reject

others,” and  wish  to  adopt  a  way  in  between.  They  are  in  truth

disbelievers. And  We  have  prepared  for  the  disbelievers  a  humiliating

torment. [Surah An-Nisaa. Aayaat 150-151] (17)
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