
In The Name of Allaah, The Most Merciful, The Bestower of Mercy.

Path of The Upright Scholars and Their Students As Opposed to The Path

of The Proponents of Religious Innovations (philosophers, soofees etc)

And Their Students

Allaah [The Exlated] said:
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And thus We have sent down the Book (i.e this Qur’an) to you (O

Muhammad), and those whom We gave the Scripture [the Taurat (Torah)

and the Injeel (Gospel) aforetime] believe therein as also do some of these

(who are present with you now like ‘Abdullah bin Salam) and none but the

disbelievers reject Our Ayat [(proofs, signs, verses, lessons, etc., and deny

Our Oneness of Lordship and Our Oneness of worship and Our Oneness of

Our  Names and Qualities:  i.e.  Islamic  Monotheism)].  Neither did you (O

Muhammad) read any book before it (this Qur’an), nor did you write any

book (whatsoever) with your right hand. In that case, indeed, the followers

of falsehood might have doubted. Nay, but they, the clear Aayaat (proofs,

evidences, verses, lessons, signs, revelations, etc)  preserved in the hearts

of  those who have been given knowledge. And  none,  but  the  Zalimun

(polytheists and wrongdoers, etc.) deny Our Ayat (proofs, evidences, verses,

lessons, signs, revelations, etc.). 

[Surah Al-Ankabut. Verses 47-49]
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Aayaat  (proofs,  evidences,  verses,  lessons,  signs,  revelations,  etc.)

preserved in the hearts of those who have been given knowledge]. 

Imaam  Ibnul  Qayyim  [may  Allaah  have  mercy  upon  him]  said,



"Indeed, Allaah praised the people of knowledge, extolled and ennobled

them  because  He  placed  the  clear  Aayaat  (proofs,  evidences,  verses,

lessons, signs, revelations, etc.) in their hearts. This is a special thing and

status for them only. The Qur'aan is firmly established in the hearts of those

who have been granted knowledge - firm and preserved in their hearts, as

well as the fact that they are clear Aayaat.  Therefore, two affairs have been

mentioned: They (i.e. verses of the Qur'aan) are clear Aayaat and they are

preserved and firmly  established in  the hearts  of  those who have been

granted knowledge". (1) 

Al-Allaamah Rabee Bin Haadi Al-Mad'khali [may Allaah preserve him]

stated that Shaikhul Islaam Ibn Taymiyyah [may Allaah have mercy upon

him] said: "The people in their pursuit of knowledge and religion have two

innovated paths and a path legislated in the Sharee'ah. The path of the

Islamic legislation is to look at what the Messenger [peace and blessings of

Allaah be upon him] brought, utilise it as evidence and act upon what it

necessitates. This path is built upon the sound intellectual proofs and the

sound proofs that are based on absolute certainty (in conformity with the

revelation), becaause indeed the Messenger clarified the sound intellectual

proofs whose limits are determined by the (infallible) divine texts, just as

Allaah put forth - in the Qur’an - every kind of similitude. This is the straight

path which Allaah commanded His servants to ask Him to guide them to.

As for the two innovated paths, one of them is the path of the people

of innovated theological speech, and there is much falsehood in this. Many

of  the  people  upon  this  path  are  negligent  in  (performing)  deeds

commanded by Allaah and His Messenger, so they remain upon corruption

in knowledge and deeds, and stray towards false Judaism.

The second innovated path is that of the people who follow ways of

strengthening  the  soul,  the  people  who  follow  the  Soofi  paths  and

innovated  acts  of  worship.  These  ones  stray  towards  false  Christianity,

because they say that if a person purifies his soul in manner in which they



have stated, then the sciences of the religion will come to him in abundance

without learning. The acts of worship of many amongst these people are

innovated;  rather  they  are  in  opposition  to  that  which  the  Messenger

brought  and  thus  they  remain  upon  corruption  in  their  deeds  and

corruption due to deficiency in knowledge, since they do not know what

the  Messenger  came with.  These  people  often malign  one another  and

every group speaks ill against the other, whilst each of them claim to follow

the Messenger; but what the Messenger brought is neither in agreement

with what these ones say and what those ones say. Allaah said:

َ c ِِكني�
ۡ ُمرۡش�

ۡ
 ِمَن ٱل

َ
ان

َ
ا َوَما ك

۬
ۡسِلًم ا مُّ

ً۬
 َحِنيف

َ
ان

َ
ِكن ك ـٰ ا َولَ

اِنيًّ۬ رۡۡصَ
َ
 ن

َ
ا َواَل

 ِِإۡبَرٲِهيُم َيُہوِديًّ۬
َ
ان

َ
َما ك

Ibrahim (Abraham) was neither a Jew nor a Christian, but he was a

true  Muslim  Hanifa  (Islamic  Monotheism  – to  worship  none  but  Allah

Alone) and he was not one who associated partners to Allaah in worship.

[Surah Aal Imraan. Verse 67]

Neither the Messenger of Allaah nor his companions were upon the

path  of  the  proponents  of  religions  innovations-  the  proponents  of

"Theological  Rhetoric  and  (mere)  Opinions",  nor  upon  the  path  of  the

proponents of innovated worship and Soofiyyah; rather he was upon that

which Allaah sent him with based on the Qur’aan and Sunnah. (2)

The Evil Consequences of Conjecture and Following Desires

Allaah [The Exalted] said:
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[Some] say they were three, the dog being the fourth among them;

(others) say they were five, the dog being the sixth, guessing at the unseen;

(yet  others)  say  they  were  seven,  the  dog  being  the  eighth.  Say  (O



Muhammad): “My Lord knows best their number; none knows them but a

few.” So debate not (about their number, etc.) except with the clear proof

(which We have revealed to you). And consult not any of them (people of

the Scripture) about (the affair of) the people of the Cave. [Surah Al-Kahf.

Verse 22]

Imaam As-Sadi [may Allaah have mercy upon him] said:

Allaah  informed  us  of  the  differing  between  the  people  of  the

scripture regarding the number of the people of the cave- a differing that

[occurred] out of guessing at the unseen, forging statements and speaking

about that  which they have no knowledge.  Some of  them said that  the

people of the cave were three in number and their dog was the fourth, and

others said that the people of the cave were five in number and their dog

was the sixth.  Allaah said that  these two statements  are tantamount to

guessing at the unseen, so this indicates that they are false. And amongst

them  were  those  who  said  that  the  people  of  the  cave  were  seven  in

number and their  dog was the eighth.  This  statement-and Allaah knows

best- is what is correct because Allaah declared the first two statements

false but did not declare this third one to be false, so this indicates that it is

correct.

This  differing  is  one  that  neither  carries  any  benefit  nor  are  the

people  benefited  by  knowing  the  number  of  the  people  of  the  cave.  It

contains neither a benefit related to religion nor the worldly affairs and that

is  why  Allaah  stated: ِليnnnnnnnٌل] 
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So debate not (about their number, etc.)- ف

except with the clear proof (which We have revealed to you)]-  Meaning,

based upon knowledge, certainty and about that which contains benefit. As

for debating based on ignorance and guessing at the unseen or about that



which has no benefit- either the debater being obstinate or the affair being

debated having no benefit- neither any religious nor [praiseworthy] worldly

benefit, such as the number of the people of the cave and what is similar to

it- then too much debate about it and continuous research regarding it is a

waste of time, and it makes the hearts have a strong love for that which has

no  benefit.  [
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(people  of  the  Scripture,  Jews  and  Christians)  about  (the  affair  of)  the

people of the Cave] because their speech regarding it is based on guessing

at the unseen and conjecture can be of no avail against the truth.

This proves that it is not permissible for a person to issue a verdict

when he is not worthy of it- either due to his inability to issue a verdict in

that affair or due to fact that he does not care what he says about the affair

because he does not possess that fear of Allaah that will  stop him from

speaking about affairs that are unclear to him, which may harm him in the

afterlife.  So  when it  is  the case that  he has been forbidden from giving

verdicts in the likes of this affair, then prohibiting him from giving verdicts

[in general] is of a greater prohibition. Also this ayah proves that a person

maybe  prohibited  from giving  a  verdict  in  some affair  but  not  in  other

affairs, so he gives a verdict in that which he is worthy of giving a verdict

and not in other affairs because Allaah has not prohibited him from giving a

verdict  completely;  rather  they  were  prohibited  from  giving  a  verdict

regarding the affair of the people of the cave and what is similar to it. (2.1)

Allaah [The Exalted] said:  
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that which they themselves desire]. 

There is  a tremendous benefit derived from this,  because the one

deprived of sound Imaan and the sound creed sent down as revelation by

Allaah- The Lord of the Aalameen, then his affair is one of two: corruption in

Knowledge or corruption in his Intent. Corrupt knowledge occurs as a result

of following conjecture and corruption in one’s intent occurs as a result of



following desires, or the person may combine both of them.

Another benefit  derived from this  is  that  the rectification or  well-

being of a person cannot be attained except by way of two affairs: upright

Knowledge and upright intent. This is why Imaam Ibnul Qayyim stated in

Miftaah Daarus  Sa’aadah that  a  person is  in  need of  two things:  sound

knowledge by way of  which he is  guided and lofty aspiration by way of

which he is urged towards that (sound aspiration). That is because it maybe

that a person has beneficial knowledge but not sound intent and aspiration.

Therefore, one cannot be upright except by way of upright knowledge and

intent.  Sound  knowledge  is  corrupted  through  following  conjecture  and

sound intent is corrupted through following the desires of one’s soul.

Allaah [The Exalted] stated about the Messenger: 
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َ
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astray nor has erred].  That is because the Daal [misguided person] is one

whose knowledge is  corrupted and the Ghaawiy [astray one] is  the one

whose intent is corrupted.

Also,  the  Messenger  described his  four  khulafaa  [Abu Bakr,  Umar,

Uthmaan and Ali] with the words  ‘Raashideen and Mahdiyyeen’, because

the Raashid [i.e. The one who is steadfast upon the right path and is firmly

established upon it] is the opposite of the Ghaawiy [The one who strays

from the right path or conduct], and the Mahdee [The one guided to the

path of truth and yeilds obediently to it] is the opposite of the Daalun [the

misguided one, especially in knowledge and creed]. (3)

Al-Allaamah  Rabee  said:  The  final  affair  of  Ahlul  Kalaam  [the

proponents of theological rhetoric] are a state of doubt and confusion, and

the final affair of Ahlut Tasawwuf [the people of the Sofee paths] are a state

of wild irrational behaviour and false claims. Shaikhul Islaam Ibn Taymiyyah

said, "And because of this, the innovators of Ahlul Kalaam [proponents of

theological rhetoric] have something of resemblance to the Jews and the

innovators  in  acts  of  worship  have  something  of  resemblance  to  the



Christians (i.e. those Jews and Christians who deviated after the departure

of their Prophets).  These ones [i.e. ahlul kalam] are like the darkness in a

vast deep sea, overwhelmed with a great wave topped by a great wave,

topped by dark clouds, darkness, one above another; and those ones [i.e.

innovators in acts of worship] are like a mirage in a desert, the thirsty one

thinks it to be water, until he comes up to it and finds it to be nothing. (4)

Imaam  Muhammad  Ibn  Saaleh  Al-Uthaymeen  [may  Allaah  have

mercy upon him] said that Shaikhul Islam Ibn Taymiyyah [may Allaah have

mercy upon him] said, "The ones it is feared for the most that they will fall

into  misguidance  are  those  scholars  of  philosophical  rhetoric  at  the

intermediate level, because those who did not engage in it were safe from

its  evils;  and those who engaged in it  and reached a high level  became

acquainted with its  corruption and falsity,  and thus left it”.  He [Shaikhul

Islaam]  spoke  the  truth,  for  this  is  what  is  feared  in  every  affair  of

knowledge. It  is  what is  feared for the ones at the intermediate level in

knowledge- those who are exploring the path [or are in the path of study],

because indeed they consider themselves as ones who have entered into

affairs of knowledge and do not leave the affair to others [i.e. they enter

into affairs that are above their ability to deal with], whilst – in reality- they

have not reached the highest level in knowledge and are not grounded; so

they become misguided and misguiding others". (5)

Al-Allaamah Rabee Bin Haadi Al-Mad'khali [may preserve him] stated: 

The knowledge of theological rhetoric is a corrupt knowledge and

the pious predecessors - by way of consensus- declared that it is Haraam

[forbidden]  to  study  it  due  to  the  misguidance  and  disgustingly  evil

consequences within it. Shaikhul Islam Ibn Taymiyyah  said, "Neither does

a dull-witted person benefit from it nor is an intelligent person in need of

it". An intelligent person is not in need of it because he is sensible in his

self, natural disposition and intellect; and a dull-witted  person does not

benefit from it. Even if he studied all the books of philosophical logic, he

will not benefit from it. Shaikh Albaani [may Allaah have mercy upon him]



used to debate against the scholars of theologicla rhetoric and they used

to  be like  children  in  his  presence,  yet  he  never  studied  philosophical

logic;  rather  Allaah  granted  him  [sound]  speech  and  [Sharee’ah]

knowledge, and there is no proof stronger than the proofs of the Kitaab

[i.e. the Qur’aan] and the [authentic] Sunnah.

The  people  of  philosophical  logic  are  always  defeated  [or

overwhelmed].  By  Allaah,  regardless  how  much  they  [utilise]

philosophical speech and  how strong they are in philosophical logic, they

are defeated [or overwhelmed] in the presence of the methodology of the

Salafus Saaleh [which is] founded on the Book [i.e. the Qur’aan] and the

[authentic] Sunnah. (6)

Stance of The Salaf (Pious Predecessors) Against The Proponents of

Theological Rhetoric

Imaam Maalik said, "May Allaah curse Amr Ibn Ubaid, for indeed he

innovated this innovation from Al-Kalaam. If  Kalaam was knowledge, the

companions of the Messenger and the Taabi’een would have spoken about

it just as they spoke rulings and laws of the religion, however it is falsehood

and leads to falsehood". (7)

Imaam Ash-Shaafi’ee said, "Theological rhetoric is ignorance". Imaam

Abu Yusuf [rahimahullaah] said, "Theological rhetoric is ignorance and to be

ignorant of theological rhetoric is knowledge". (8)

Imaam Ahmad said, "I am neither a person of theological rhetoric nor

do I recognize theological rhetoric in anything. (I only recognize) that which

is found in the Book of Allaah or in the Sunnah of His Messenger (sallal-

laahu-alayhi-wasallam)". (9)

Imaam Ahmad also said, "Do not sit with the proponents of 

theological rhetoric even if they defend the Sunnah". (10)

Yoonus Ibn Abdil A’laa said, "I heard Ash-Shaafi’ee saying, ‘It is better

for a man to be put to trial with everything that Allaah has forbidden except



Shirk than looking into (or engaging himself in) theological rhetoric, because

indeed I have come across affairs from the proponents of ilmul kalaam that

which I never thought I would come across'". (11)

The Loftiest Ambition In The Path of Knowledge

Imaam Ibnul Qayyim [may Allaah have mercy upon him] said:

The loftiest ambition in seeking knowledge is to acquire knowledge of

the  Qur’aan  and  the  Sunnah-  to  be  given  understanding  by  Allaah  [i.e.

blessed with the ability to acquire sound knowledge] and through the path

of  the  Messenger,  and  to  be  acquainated  with  the  boundaries  of  the

revelation [i.e. neither going into excess nor falling short]. 

And the most baseless ambition of the students of knowledge is to

confine their ambitions in following the bizarre affairs and that which has

neither occuured nor revealed; or acquainting oneself with the differences

of opinion and pursuing the statements of the scholars, whilst having no

ambition  to  acquaint  oneself  with  the  correct  statements  among  these

statements. Little is there to benefit from the knowledge of these people.

(12)

Shaikh Abdullaah Al-Bukhaari  [may Allaah preserve him]  said:  The

Messenger  of  Allaah  [peace  and  blessings  of  Allaah  be  upon him]  said,

"Verily,  Allah  does  not  take  away  knowledge  by  snatching  it  from  the

people, but He takes it away by taking away death of the religious scholars

till none of the scholars remains alive. Then the people will take ignorant

ones as their  leaders,  who, when asked to deliver religious verdicts,  will

issue them without knowledge, the result being that they will go astray and

will lead others astray". [Bukhari and Muslim]

Al-Haafidh Al-Qurtubiy [may Allaah have mercy upon him] stated in

Al-Mufhim, "This text (proves) that indeed the disappearance of knowledge

will not be by way of its removal from the hearts [of the people]; but [its

disappearance]  will  be  through  the  death  of  the  scholars;  [then]  the

ignorant people will remain- those who will occupy the place of the scholars



in  the  [field]  of  giving  verdicts  and  teaching.   They  will  teach  and  give

verdicts  based  on  ignorance,  so  ignorance  will  spread  and  become

manifest".

So, if the Sound Sunni knowledge is taken away, then acting upon it

will be taken away; is that not the case? When ignorance manifests, acting

upon  it  will  become  manifest;  so  both  knowledge  and  acting  upon

[Knowledge]  will  disappear,  ignorance  will  manifest  and  acting  upon

[ignorance] will become widespread just as Al-Haafidh Al-Qurtubiy clarified

in Al-Mufhim. (13)

The Shaikh also said, "It  is  obligatory to attach the Ummah to the

Rabbaani  Scholars-  those  who  are  well  known  for  their  goodness,

steadfastness, leadership and sound advice to the Ummah, and they are

those who teach the smaller affairs of knowledge before the greater affairs.

Therefore, their status must be made known amongst the people because

the scholars are the inheritors of the Prophets, as reported in the narration

from the Prophet [peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him]. Imaam Ibnul

Qayyim [may Allaah have mercy upon him] stated in (his) explanation of this

hadith that ‘this is from the greatest virtues of the people of knowledge.

And because the Prophets are the best of the creation, so their inheritors

are  the best  after  them. And when it  is  the case  that  everyone  who is

inherited from passes on inheritance to his inheritor, then the inheritors are

those who take the place of those they inherit from. And none will take the

place of the Messengers in propagating what they have been sent with,

except the Scholars. They are the most worthy of their inheritance". (14)

Read about some of the proponents of theological rhetoric in our era -

refuted by Shaikh Dr. Abu Iyaad [Amjad Rafiq (may Allaah preserve him):

http://www.salafis.com/articles/abzqejd-yasir-qadhi-intellectual-

stimulation-and-salafiyyah-part-1---introduction.cfm

http://www.aqidah.com/creed/articles/fespl-muhammad-hijab-the-

falasifah-mutafalsifah-and-jahmiyyah.cfm

http://www.salafis.com/articles/abzqejd-yasir-qadhi-intellectual-stimulation-and-salafiyyah-part-1---introduction.cfm
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