
In The Name of Allaah, The Most Merciful, The Bestower of Mercy.

A man came to the Prophet [peace and blessings of Allaah be upon

him] and said, "Admonish me and be brief". The Prophet said to him,"When

you stand for your prayer, then pray a farewell prayer (i.e. as if it is your last

Salah before death).  Do not speak with a statement for which you may

have to apologize tomorrow, and forgo what is in the hands of the people

(i.e. do not be desperate for the worldly possessions of the people)". (1)

Imaam  Ibnul  Qayyim  [may  Allaah  have  mercy  upon  him]  said,

"Disobedience can appear agreeable to a human being, such as Gheebah,

Nameemah, self-praise and being quarrelsome - whether uttered blatantly

or indirectly, verbally abusing the one you hate, praising the one you love

and what is  similar  to that.  The intense urge to engage in these deeds

agrees with the soul’s desire,  becomes easy for the tongue to move and

thus one’s patience weakens; so due to this the Messenger [peace and

blessings of Allaah be upon him] said to Mu’aadh [may Allaah be pleased

with  him],  'Restrain  your  tongue',  so  Mu’aadh said,  'O  Messenger  of

Allaah! Will we be held accountable for what we say?' He said, 'May your

mother be bereaved of you, O Mu’aadh! Is  there anything that topples

people on their faces – or he said on their noses into the fire- other than

the harvest of their tongues?!'" (2)

Regarding the statement, "May your mother be bereaved of you, O

Mu’aadh!" The Arabs used this  statement for  the purpose of  persuasion

and exhortation, and they did not intend its apparent meaning, which is

"May his  mother  lose  him",  rather  what  is  intended is  persuasion  and

exhortation. (3) 

This  (i.e.  sinning with  the tongue)  occurs,  especially  when sinning

through  the  tongue  is  habitual  because  it  entices  a  person  towards

impatience.  This is why you find that a man performs the night prayer [i.e.

Tahajjud, Qiyaamul Layl], fasts during the day and refrains from reclining on

a pillow made of silk -out of fearing that he might enter into a doubtful

affair that will affect him in the afterlife, but he backbites, spread tales and



violates the honour of the people. (4)

__________________________________________

Gheebah, Nameemah, Quarrelsome,  Self-praise

Gheebah -  Backbiting: Shaikhul  Islaam Ibn  Taymiyyah [may Allaah

have  mercy  upon  him]  said,  "Amongst  the  people  there  is  one  who

backbites  to  show  his  agreement  to  those  whom  he  sits  with-  his

companions  and  family-  even  though  he  knows  that  the  person  being

backbitten is innocent of what they say or some of what they say; but he

sees that if he rebukes them, the gathering will  cease, the people in the

gathering will become annoyed and turn away from him; therefore he sees

that  to  be  in  agreement  with  them  is  good  treatment  and  good

companionship. And indeed when they get angry, he might also get angry

due to their anger. [i.e. to show his agreement].

And amongst the people there is one who backbites in various ways-

sometimes in the guise of religious affairs and rectification, whilst saying: ‘’I

do  not  usually  mention  anyone  except  with  good  and  neither  do  I  like

backbiting nor lying; rather I only inform you about his state of affairs’’, and

then he says: ‘’By Allaah! Indeed, such and such person is a Miskeen or a

good man, however there is such and such about him’’; or he might say:

‘’Leave him alone! May Allaah forgive us and him’’, however his intention is

to belittle the person and elevate himself. So, he initiates backbiting in the

guise of rectification and religious affairs. Indeed, we have seen – a lot – this

[type of behaviour] from them and what is similar.

And amongst them there is one who raises the status of others out of

show off and to raise his own status as well, saying: ‘’If only I supplicate for

such and such person in my prayer due to such and such news that has

reached me about him’’,  in  order to raise his  own status and make this

statement in the presence of someone who believes that he truly wants to

supplicate for  that  person;  or  he says,  ‘’Such and such person is  simple

minded and has little understanding’’,  whilst  intending to praise himself,



affirm his own understanding and that he is more virtuous than that person.

And amongst them is one who backbites due to envy, so he gathers

between two repugnant traits  –  backbiting and envy.  And if  a  person is

praised, he seeks to stop such praise by mentioning the shortcomings of

that  person in the guise of  religious advice and rectification,  or  through

wicked speech and defamation to nullify that praise.

And amongst  them is  one who initiates backbiting in the guise of

mockery and jest  in  order to  make others  laugh- mocking and belittling

people. And amongst them is one who initiates backbiting in the guise of

amazement, saying: ‘’I am amazed by such and such person as to why he

did not do such and such, and why he falls into such and such, or why he

did such and such’’; so he mentions the name of the person in the guise of

amazement.

And amongst them is one who pretends to be grieved, saying: ‘’Such

and such person is Miskeen. What has happened to him grieves me’’, so the

listener thinks that he is grieved and feels sorry, whilst his heart is happy

due to the [misfortune] that person finds himself in. And if he was able, he

would have increased that [misfortune] and maybe even mentions it to the

enemies of the person.  This [behaviour] and other than it  is  one of  the

greatest  diseases  of  the  heart. And  amongst  them  is  one  who  initiates

backbiting  in  the  guise  of  anger  and  forbidding  evil,  so  he  manifests

beautified  speech  whilst  intending  other  than  what  he  manifests.  And

Allaah’s  Aid  is  sought!  [An  Excerpt  from  ‘Majmoo  Al-Fataawaa  28/236-238.  slightly

paraphrased]

Situations in which backbiting is permissible due to an overriding

Sharee’ah benefit

Backbiting is permissible in several situations when the need arises:

When enquiring about the affair of someone you want to marry or before

establishing a business partnership with someone. When complaining to



the ruler about the oppressive behaviour of someone and seeking to stop

the oppression. In these situations, there is no harm- due to an overriding

benefit – in mentioning about a person in his absence that which he hates

to hear. Some of the scholars mention the situations in which backbiting is

permissible:  [a]  Complaint  given  by  one  who  is  wronged;  [b]  When

describing a person; [c] When giving a warning against open evil [i.e. bidah

committed by certain people]; [d]: Warning against a person who openly

commits his sins. [e] When seeking a fatwa and [f] when seeking the help to

stop evil.  [Fataawa Lajnah Ad-Daa’imah 20/26. slightly paraphrased]

Nameemah-Tale carrying: Narrated Anas Ibn Maalik [may Allaah be

pleased with him] that the Prophet [peace and blessings of Allaah be upon

him] said, "Do you know what Al-Ad’hu is (i.e.  calumny)?" They (i.e.  the

people) said, "Allaah and His Messenger know best". He said, "Transmitting

speech  from  some  people  to  another  people  in  order  to  destroy  their

(mutual  relationships)".  Al-Allaamah   Zayd  Bin  Haadi  [may  Allaah  have

mercy upon him]: 

The  subject  matter  of  this  hadeeth  is  about  the  dangerous

(consequences)  of  tale-carrying  in  this  Dunyaa  and  in  the  Aaakhirah.

Indeed, the Prophet [peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him] called it

Ad’hu, and the meaning of Ad’hu is to transmit speech from some people to

another people in order to corrupt their (mutual) relationships. And in the

hadeeth of Ibn Mas’ood [may Allaah be pleased with him], it is explained to

mean tale-carrying and that is to transmit the statement of one person to

another person, or from a group of people to another group, or from one

country to another one in order to cause corruption. This (deed) is one of

the  major  sins  due  to  its  evil  (consequences)  and  the  punishment

(associated with it) in this life and the next. In this worldly life, it might lead

to murder, chaos and other similar affairs – events that are in opposition to

rectification. And due to this, the scholars say that the tale carrier- the one

who transmits speech from one person to another person, or from a group

of people to another group, or from one country to another in order to sow

the seeds of corruption- causes more harm than a magician. This is because



a magician might only harm one person, but as for the tale-carrier, he might

harm many individuals and the tribulation that (results from this deed of

his) will be prolonged.

Therefore, it  is forbidden for a Muslim to transmit speech (for the

purpose) of causing corruption between those upon brotherhood and those

who aid one another upon piety. And even if nothing like this (i.e. fighting,

chaos, killing etc) results (from tale-carrying), it  is still  not permissible to

corrupt  the relationship between the people by way of  lies-  sowing the

seeds of enmity and hatred between them. The Messenger of Allaah [peace

and blessings of Allaah be upon him] went past two graves and then said,

"Both of them (i.e. the two people in these graves) are being punished, and

they are not  being punished due to the greatest  of  the major sins,  but

indeed they are great sins. One of them used not to protect himself from

being soiled with his urine and the other one used to go about with tale-

carrying".

Therefore,  what  the  opposite  of  this  hadeeth  (necessitates  is  that)  it  is

obligatory  to  bring  about  reconciliation between the  people  due  to  the

statement of Allaah[The Exalted]: 

ٱلنَّاِس                بَۡيَن حِۭ ـٰ ِإِۡصلَ َأَۡو َمۡعُروٍف َأَۡو بَِصَدقٍَة َأََمَر َمۡن ِإاَِّلَّ نَّۡجَوٰٮُهۡم ن ّمِ َڪثِيٍر۬ فِى َخۡيَر اَّلَّ

 There is no good in most of their secret talks save (in) him who orders

Sadaqah (charity in Allah’s Cause), or Ma’ruf (Islamic Monotheism and all

the good and righteous deeds which Allah has ordained),  or conciliation

between mankind. [Surah An-Nisaa. Aayah 114]

However, there is an exception in this affair- (i.e. that is forbidden to

transmit speech from one person to another person, or from one group of

people  to  another  group,  or  from  one  country  to  another)-  when  it  is

carried out for the purpose of giving some sincere advice whose benefit

cannot be reached nor can harm be repelled except by way of such speech.

For example, you hear a person saying that he is lying in wait against your

Muslim brother and wishes to kill him, take his wealth or violate his honour,



or the like thereof, (whose evil consequences) you have clarified (for this

perpetrator in order to stop him), but he refuses to accept your advice.

Therefore, you go to the person who is unaware (of the evil plan of

this perpetrator whom you have advised to refrain) and informed him about

it, so that he can take precautions. Therefore, (transmitting) speech based

on this type of intention and goal is considered to be sincere advice and it is

not tantamount to causing corruption, for indeed you are either going to

repel harm or bring about a benefit which one cannot do without (except

by way of this transmission). And Allaah knows best.  [At-ta’leeqaat Al-Maleehah

Alaa Silsilatil Ahaadeeth As-Saheehah’ pages 27-28]

Self-praise: Imaam Ibnul Qayyim [rahimahullaah] said: The one who

flatters  himself  or  others  cannot  smell  the  fragrance  of  truthfulness.[Al-

Fawaa’id. 185]

Quarrelsome: The Messenger [peace and blessings of Allaah be upon

him] said, "The most hated of men in the sight  of Allaah is the one who is

most quarrelsome". Al-Allaamah Zayd Bin Haadi  [may Allaah have mercy

upon  him]  said,  "A  warning  against  argumentation,  falling  into  wicked

behaviour and its severe [consequences], especially if the argumentation is

based on falsehood. As for when it is based on truth, there is nothing wrong

with that for the one who has a right to do so;  but he should be just in his

argument so that he does not enter into oppression or error, and Allaah

knows best.

The  hadeeth  is  related  to  warning  against  lying  during

argumentation- [a warning against] bringing falsehood and adorned speech

into it until one change falsehood into truth and truth into falsehood – not

bothered about making an oath, lying or giving false witness. All this occurs

from a person who is extremely quarrelsome, goes into excess in the affair

and does not feel shy in the presence of Allaah- neither fears punishment in

this life nor in the next life.

And when it  is  the case that the extremely quarrelsome person is

blameworthy, then indeed the person who has good conduct – if entitled to



something – during an argument and other affairs, he will not utter except

truth, and will  not seek after anything except the truth- neither lies nor

deceives the Sharee’ah judge. This is from the characteristics of the people

of Eemaan – those whom Allaah praised in the Qur’aan and the Prophet

praised them in the pure Sunnah". [An Excerpt from ‘At-taleeqaatul Maleehah Alaa Silsilatil

Ahaadeeth As-Saheehah. Vol 1. Page 26. slightly paraphrased]

__________________________________________________
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